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Council Meeting - The Mayor declared the meeting open at 4.26 pm and advised that the 
meeting would be webcast live. 

Present 

Councillors Jasmin Jones (Mayor), Cecil Burgess, Kristin Butler (Deputy Mayor), Alvaro Charry, Fleur 
Flanery, Adrian Cameron, David Rothwell and Allan McGrath.  

Officers also present were Gayleen Burley (Chief Executive Officer), Andrew Neil (Director of Planning 
& Environment), Nathan Cooke (Director of Infrastructure & Assets), Peta Gardiner (Director of 
Corporate & Community) Jason McGuire (Chief Financial Officer), Caitlin Flint (Senior Advisor 
Governance), Chloe Johnson (Executive Support Officer) and Katie Yeo (Learning & Development 
Officer).  

Public Forum 

No Item 
No 

Title Name For or 
Against 

Teams or 

In person 

1 6.1 DA240266 – Dwelling House – 46 Malbec 
Drive, Murrumbateman 

Alexandra 
Maraganis 

Against Teams 

2 6.1 DA240266 – Dwelling House – 46 Malbec 
Drive, Murrumbateman 

Kristy Piccolo Against Teams 

3 6.1 DA240266 – Dwelling House – 46 Malbec 
Drive, Murrumbateman 

Rachel Doberer 

 

For In person 

4 6.1 DA240266 – Dwelling House – 46 Malbec 
Drive, Murrumbateman 

Helen & Ian Chu For In person 

5 6.2 DA250488 - Shed - 32 South Street, 
MURRUMBATEMAN 

Rachel Doberer 

 

For In person 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Yass Valley acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land, the Ngunnawal people. We 
acknowledge and respect their continued connection to land, waters, skies and community. 
 
We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Yass Valley LGA. 

Prayer 

1. Councillor Request for Attendance via Audio-Visual 

Nil 

2. Apologies 

- Councillor David Carter as per endorsed Leave of Absence at Ordinary Council Meeting 23 
October 2025, (Resolution 25/305) 

- Mayor Jasmin Jones advised that Councillor Fleur Flanery would attend the meeting late. 
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3. Declaration of Interest/Disclosures 

Nil 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 September 2025 covered 
by resolution numbers 304-341 inclusive, copies of which had been circulated to all Councillors, be 
taken as read and confirmed. 

(Cameron/Burgess) 342 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, J Jones, A McGrath and D 
Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

5. Mayoral Minute 

5.1 SUBMISSION TO THE WASTE TO ENERGY NSW LEGISTLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 

SUMMARY 

Encourages participation in the NSW Legislative Council inquiry into ‘Energy from Waste’ facilities 
otherwise known as mass waste incinerators and requested that the link to the submissions portal 
be brought to the attention of local vignerons and community. 

RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Makes a submission to the Waste to Energy NSW Legislative Assembly Parliamentary Inquiry 

objecting to Waste to Energy incinerators proposed for our area such as the Woodlawn 
Advanced Recovery Centre. 

2. Maintains its strong objection to such proposals in support of the surrounding community's 
health and wellbeing, and that incinerators present an unacceptable risk of smoke taint to 
the local viticulture/winemaking economy. 

3. Council notes that “energy from waste” facilities or mass waste incinerators are currently 
banned in the ACT and Sydney due to health concerns, but that current NSW policy allows it 
in 4 regional areas. Council submits that an evaluation of the selected locations be reviewed 
based on the preferred technology and to assist reduce the carbon footprint of transport of 
waste to the regions versus the source (Sydney). 

4. Council supports the objection of other council and territory areas, and the objection from 
the local member for Goulburn who share concerns that the proposed waste incinerator at 
Tarago presents a potential health risk to residents in Tarago, Braidwood, Bungendore, 
Queanbeyan, Yass, Collector, Gunning, Goulburn, Canberra, and surrounding areas. 

5. Council notes the current NSW Legislative Council inquiry into “energy from waste” facilities 
is currently open for submissions until 31 October 2025 and encourage primary producers 
and the region's viticulturalists to have their say by making submissions to the inquiry. 

6.    Council communicates with local State Member for Goulburn, The hon. Wendy 
Tuckerman,  Federal member, The hon Michael McCormack, Mr Bob Nanva MLC, and Federal 
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Minister for Local Government and Regional Development, the Hon. Kristy McBain seeking 
strong representation for our area on this issue.  

(Jones/Charry) 343 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, J Jones, A McGrath and D 
Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 

6. Reports to Council 

6.1 DA240266 - DWELLING HOUSE - 46 MALBEC DRIVE, MURRUMBATEMAN 

 

SUMMARY 

To present a further report in relation to Development Application DA240266 for the construction 
of a dwelling house at 46 Malbec Drive, Murrumbateman. The application has attracted nine 
submissions and was previously reported to council at its August 2025 meeting with a 
recommendation that development consent be issued. Council deferred determination of the 
application requesting the applicant consider revisions/redesign and demonstrating compliance 
with the Yass Valley Development Control Plan, primarily in relation to bulk, scale, neighbourhood 
character, and earthworks. The applicant has since declined to make revisions/redesign and 
requested that the application be determined based on that previously presented to Council. It is 
again considered that relevant concerns can be addressed by conditions and approval is 
recommended. 

RESOLVED that Conditional development consent be issued for development application no. 
DA240266 for a dwelling house at 46 Malbec Drive, Murrumbateman, subject to conditions 
requiring a revised landscape plan that better protects the character and amenity of the 
neighbourhood and for details of this plan to be submitted to council for approval prior to the issue 
of a construction certificate 

(Jones/Butler) 344 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Charry, J Jones, A McGrath and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Councillor A Cameron 
 

6.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. DA250488 - SHED - 32 SOUTH STREET, 
MURRUMBATEMAN 

 

SUMMARY 

To present the assessment of development application no. DA250488 for the construction of a 
storage shed at 32 South Street, Murrumbateman. The application attracted one objection and 
involves a variation to the applicable maximum height control. Relevant concerns can be addressed 
by conditions. Approval is recommended. 

RESOLVED that conditional Development Consent be issued for development application no. 
DA250488 for the construction of a shed at 32 South Street, Murrumbateman. 

(Butler/Charry) 345 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, J Jones, A McGrath and D 
Rothwell 



 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 23 October 2025  

 

This is page 5 of 17 of the minutes of a meeting of 
Yass Valley Council held on the above date 

 

AGAINST: Nil 
 
Councillor Flanery arrived at Council Meeting 4.50pm. 
 

6.3 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION UPDATE - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

SUMMARY 

To present details of council’s performance against the expectations set by the NSW Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure and details of applications lodged and determined in August 
and September 2025.    

RESOLVED that the report on applications for August and September 2025 be noted.  

(McGrath/Charry) 346 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.4 REPORT ON THE 2022-2025 DELIVERY PROGRAM 

 

SUMMARY 

In line with the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, Council is required to prepare every 
six months, a report on progress against the actions and activities identified in its Delivery Program. 
This report contains the status of actions and activities for the entire period of the Delivery Program, 
including 1 January 2025 to 30 June 2025. 

RESOLVED that the report for the 2022/23– 2024/25 Delivery Program be noted. 

(Charry/Flanery) 347 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.5 REPORT ON THE 2025/26 OPERATIONAL PLAN 

 

SUMMARY 

In addition to the requirements required under the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, 
Council has committed to providing, every quarter, a report on progress against the actions and 
activities identified in its Operational Plan. This report contains the status of actions and activities 
for Quarter 1 2025-2026. 

1. RESOLVED that the Quarter 1 update for the 2025-2026 Operational Plan be noted. 
2. A Councillor Workshop be held in November to discuss the Roads budget and priorities for 

2025/2026. 

(Flanery/Jones) 348 
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FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.6 UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND COMMITTEES OF 
COUNCIL 

 

SUMMARY 

This report presents the updated Guidelines for Advisory Committees and Committees of Council 
(The Guidelines) for endorsement and seeks to formalise Councillor appointments to each in line 
with individual Committee/Group Terms of Reference. This matter was originally deferred from the 
27 February 2025 Council Meeting and since then, a Workshop on Committee structure was 
presented to Councillors in September 2025. 

AMENDMENT: 

1. Endorse the updated Guidelines for Advisory Committees and Committees of Council 
(2025). 

2.  Endorse the Terms of Reference (embedded within the Guidelines) for the following 
Committees, noting that formed Committees will have the chance to review and suggest 
change to the Terms of Reference as required prior to their final adoption by Council. 

• Economic Development Advisory Committee 

- Allocate two ex officio spots for the Yass Valley Business Chamber (President 
and Vice President) given their strong advocacy and reach across our LGA. 

- Reduce community reps from six to four, prioritising business owners in 
tourism, viticulture and hospitality. 

- Include RDA Southern Inland and Destination NSW as strategic 
partners (non-voting members) to provide data, grant-funding expertise and 
strategic direction. 

- Invite the CEO to attend EDAC meetings of particular importance or in the 
CEO's absence the Director of Corporate/Community and/or the Chief 
Financial Officer. 

• Crago Mill Precinct Project Committee 

• Yass Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project Committee 

• First Nations Advisory Committee 

• Access and Age-Friendly Advisory Committee 

• Sport and Open Space Advisory Committee 

• Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds Focus Group 

• Murrumbateman Pump Track Focus Group 

• Yass Pool Redevelopment Focus Group 
3. Call for Councillor delegates to the following Committees: 

• Economic Development Advisory Committee (Charry + Rothwell) 

• First Nations Advisory Committee (Charry + Cameron) 

• Access and Age-Friendly Advisory Committee (Flanery + Butler) 

• Sport and Open Space Advisory Committee (Flanery + Butler) 

4. All Committees receive a formal Induction prior to their next or first meeting. 
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5. Note the existence of an internal Financial Sustainability Committee, created as part of 
Council’s Financial Sustainability Roadmap, with reporting mechanism to the Audit Risk 
and Improvement Committee. 

(Charry/Flanery) 

Motion 

RESOLVED that Council move into Committee of the Whole to discuss Item 6.6 for 15 minutes. 

(Flanery/Charry)349 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Councillor A Cameron 

 

Motion 

RESOLVED that Council exit Committee of the Whole. 

(Charry/Flanery)350 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

RESOLVED that Council: 

1. Endorse the updated Guidelines for Advisory Committees and Committees of Council 
(2025). 

2.  Endorse the Terms of Reference (embedded within the Guidelines) for the following 
Committees, noting that formed Committees will have the chance to review and suggest 
change to the Terms of Reference as required prior to their final adoption by Council. 

• Economic Development Advisory Committee 

- Allocate two ex officio spots for the Yass Valley Business Chamber (President 
and Vice President) given their strong advocacy and reach across our LGA. 

- Reduce community reps from six to four, prioritising business owners in 
tourism, viticulture and hospitality. 

- Include RDA Southern Inland and Destination NSW as strategic 
partners (non-voting members) to provide data, grant-funding expertise and 
strategic direction. 

- Invite the CEO to attend EDAC meetings of particular importance or in the 
CEO's absence the Director of Corporate/Community and/or the Chief 
Financial Officer. 

• Crago Mill Precinct Project Committee 

• Yass Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project Committee 

• First Nations Advisory Committee 

• Access and Age-Friendly Advisory Committee 

• Sport and Open Space Advisory Committee 

• Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds Focus Group 

• Murrumbateman Pump Track Focus Group 

• Yass Pool Redevelopment Focus Group 
 

3. Call for Councillor delegates to the following Committees: 

• Economic Development Advisory Committee (Charry + Rothwell) 
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• First Nations Advisory Committee (Charry + Cameron) 

• Access and Age-Friendly Advisory Committee (Flanery + Butler) 

• Sport and Open Space Advisory Committee (Flanery + Butler) 
4. Call for Expressions of Interest from community members for the following Committees: 

• Economic Development Advisory Committee 

• First Nations Advisory Committee 

• Access and Age-Friendly Advisory Committee 

• Sport and Open Space Advisory Committee 
 

5. Yass Valley Council commits to embedding sustainability principles into Terms of 
Reference for all advisory committees. 

6. Nominations received via the Expression of Interest process be reported back to Council at 
a future meeting. 

7. All Committees receive a formal Induction prior to their next or first meeting. 

8. Note the existence of an internal Financial Sustainability Committee, created as part of 
Council’s Financial Sustainability Roadmap, with reporting mechanism to the Audit Risk 
and Improvement Committee. 

(Charry/Flanery) 349 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.7 COUNCILLOR EXPENSES & FACILITIES POLICY 

 

SUMMARY 

Within the first 12 months of each term of Council, the Council is obliged under Section 252 (1) of 
the NSW Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) to adopt a policy concerning the coverage of expenses 
and provision of facilities to the mayor, deputy mayor (if there is one) and all other councillors in 
relation to discharging the functions of civic office.  The Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy has 
been reviewed and updated, 

RESOLVED that : 
1. Council endorses the draft Councillor Expenses & Facilities Policy for public exhibition for 

a minimum period of 28 days and if no submissions are received, the policy be adopted. 

2. If one or more submissions are made during the public exhibition period a future report 
will be presented to Council. 

(McGrath/Rothwell) 350 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.8 PRIVACY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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SUMMARY 

This report outlines the response to the Mandatory Notification Data Breach Scheme that came into 
effect following amendments to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 in 
November 2023. While many elements of that response are internal operational matters, the new 
requirements impact two public-facing policies, as well as the creation of a new publicly available 
register. It is proposed that the Data Breach Policy, adopted at the 20 December 2023 Council 
Meeting be noted as an element of this framework (Resolution 23/273), whilst this report seeks 
endorsement for the newly created Privacy Management Plan to be placed on public exhibition for 
comment prior to adoption by Council. 

RESOLVED that : 
1. Council endorses the draft Privacy Management Plan for public exhibition for a 

minimum period of 28 days and if no submissions are received, the policy be adopted. 

2. If one or more submissions are made during the public exhibition period a future report 
will be presented to Council. 

(Cameron/Flanery) 351 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

 
 

6.9 REGISTER OF DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND OTHER MATTERS - 
COUNCILLORS AND DESIGNATED PERSONS 

 

SUMMARY 

All Councillors and Designated Staff are required under section 440AAB of the Local Government 
Act 1993 to lodge by 30 September each year, an annual return with disclosures of their pecuniary 
interests and other matters. 

The Register of Annual Returns is required to be tabled at the first Council Meeting after all returns 
are received. 

RESOLVED that in accordance with s440AAB of the Local Government Act 1993, the Register of 
Annual Returns of Disclosures of Pecuniary Interests and Other Matters by Councillors and 
Designated Staff for the period ending 30 June 2025, be tabled. 

(Charry/Cameron) 352 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.10 NEW CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
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SUMMARY 

The Minister for Local Government released the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local 
Councils in NSW on 29 August 2025, with the background of consultation, draft Meeting Code and 
resources published on the OLG website: Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW 
– Office of Local Government NSW 

Council endorsement of the new Yass Valley Council Code of Meeting Practice, as attached in draft, 
is sought to place on public exhibition, requesting community feedback for a minimum of 42 days. 
This will ensure a new Code of Meeting Practice is adopted by the required date of 31 December 
2025. 

RESOLVED that Council: 

1. Endorse the draft Code of Meeting Practice as attached to this report 
2. Amend Clause 3.10 to state a deadline of 12 noon on the Wednesday a week prior to the 

meeting. 
3. Place the draft Code of Meeting Practice on public exhibition for 42 days inviting 

submissions. 
4. The draft Code of Meeting Practice be returned to the December 2025 Council Meeting 

to consider submissions prior to adoption. 
5. Open Forum to commence at 5.15pm during daylight savings and 4.00pm alternately. 

(McGrath/Charry) 355 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.11 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

SUMMARY 

This monthly financial report provides information about Council’s financial position at the end of 
September 2025.  The report also includes a variance analysis against the full-year budget and 
budget year to date (YTD). 
Note an Investment and Borrowing Report is prepared and is presented to Council as a separate 
report. 

RESOLVED that the Monthly Financial Report for September 2025 be noted.  

(Cameron/Flanery) 353 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.12 INVESTMENT AND BORROWING REPORT 

 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/governance/model-code-of-meeting-practice/model-code-of-meeting-practice-for-local-councils-in-nsw/
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/governance/model-code-of-meeting-practice/model-code-of-meeting-practice-for-local-councils-in-nsw/
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SUMMARY 

In accordance with clause 212 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, this report provides a 
summary of Council’s investments for the period 1 to 30 September 2025. In accordance with 
paragraph (1) (b), it can be certified that the investments listed have been made in accordance with 
the Act, the Regulations and Council’s Investment Policy. 

RESOLVED that the Investment & Borrowings Reports, covering the period 1 to 30 September 
2025 be noted. 

(Charry/Rothwell) 354 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.13 YASS WATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE PROJECT - IMPLEMENTATION 

 

SUMMARY 

The Yass Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project is an important and challenging project for Council.  

Bi-monthly update reports are a requirement of Council. 

RESOLVED that Council notes the updated report and work completed on the Yass Water 
Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. 

(McGrath/Cameron) 358 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

6.14 UPDATE ON THE CLOSURE OF TELEGRAPH CLOSE YASS 

 

SUMMARY 

To provide Council with an update on the closure of Telegraph Close Yass and to determine an 
associated sale price. 

RESOLVED that this item is classified CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(di) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business 
relating to commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it and discussion of the matter in an open 
meeting would be, on balance contrary to the public interest. 
 

(Flanery/Charry) 355 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Councillor A Cameron 
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7. Notice of Motion 

7.1 ESTABLISHMENT OF FOCUS GROUP - TREE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

 
Councillor Adrian Cameron has given notice that at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 23 October 
2025, he will move the following motion. 

Recommended that a committee of 2 councillors and a minimum of 3 community members be 
established to assist with the development of a tree management strategy. 

(Cameron/Charry) 356 

FOR: Councillor A Cameron 

AGAINST: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath and D Rothwell 

 

RESOLVED that the Motion was put and lost. 

8. Questions with Notice 

8.1 QUESTION WITH NOTICE - CR ALLAN MCGRATH 

 
Question – Mayoral Minutes 

The Model Code of Meeting Practice Clause 9.9 provides in part: 

‘’A Mayoral Minute must not be used to put without notice matters that are routine and not 
urgent.’’ 

Some Councillors have interpreted this to mean that Mayoral Minutes should only be used for 
urgent matters. 

Could this please be clarified. 

Response 
As with a Notice of Motion, a Mayoral Minute can be introduced on any topic, urgent or not. Clause 
9.9 simply provides that a Mayoral Minute cannot be introduced without notice for non-urgent 
matters or matters for which proper notice should be given because of their complexity. A Mayoral 
Minute can be introduced in relation to a non-urgent matter or a matter for which proper notice 
should be given because of its complexity where the usual notice requirements for business to be 
considered at a council meeting are satisfied. 

For example, all Mayoral Minutes lodged for consideration at the 23 September 2025 Council 
Meeting were afforded proper notice given they were printed in the Agenda when released – they 
were not raised on the floor as urgent business on the night with no notice. 

It is worth noting that the August 2025 Code of Meeting Practice has been published with the 
removal of clause 9.9 from the current Code of Meeting Practice. Any criteria around urgency will 
cease to exist as of 31 December 2025. 

RESOLVED that the question with notice from Cr Allan McGrath be noted.  

 (McGrath/Butler) 361 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.2 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE - CR ADRIAN CAMERON 

 
Question - WASTE 
What happens to the ReCycling from Gundaroo and Sutton in regard to how it is incorporated into 
the mainstream of Yass Valley ReCycling? Where does it end up, eventually? 

 
Response 
All recycled materials from both Sutton and Gundaroo are collected and transported to the Yass 
Transfer Station where they are consolidated with recycled materials at Yass. They are then 
transported via Council garbage trucks to the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) in Canberra.  

The only exception is glass wine bottles, which are currently unable to be collected from the 
Sutton and Gundaroo facilities due to ongoing manual handling issues and garbage truck operator 
shortages. These materials are currently going to landfill until a more efficient and safe collection 
option is adopted. Council staff are currently working on an alternate solution to be implemented 
ASAP. 

Council is in the process of undertaking a waste services review which is planned to be completed 
this financial year and implemented over the next 12 to 18 months.  

 
Question – ENVIRONMENT 
In terms of total staff and total budget, (as percentages) what is the expenditure on 
parks/gardens/Sporting grounds compared to other environmental issues of concern, such as care 
of rivers, nature reserves (eg the Gorge) and wild areas. 

 
Response 
Councils budget is developed to meet the requirements outlined in the Operational Plan and 
Delivery Program, to deliver core services to the community efficiently and effectively. 

The budget is not structured to capture elements of “other environmental issues of concern, such 
as care of rivers, nature reserves (eg the Gorge) and wild areas’, as these areas are not the core 
responsibility of Council.  

A partial response to the question, and to provide some context of Council’s budget, information 
in Table A is drawn from Council’s adopted 2025-26 Operating Budget.  

Table A 

Budgeted Operating 
Expenditure 

$M FTE Exp  

% of 
Total 

FTE 

% of 
Total 

Total Expenses from 
Continuing Operations 

48.609 162   

Employee Expenses 15.926 162   

Non-Employee Expenses 32.683    

     

Expenditure – 
Parks/Gardens/Sporting 
Fields1 

1.998 11 4.1% 6.8% 
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Employee Expenses 0.884 11   

Non-Employee Expenses 1.114    

     

Expenditure - Other 
Environmental2 

0.627 3 1.3% 1.9% 

Employee Expenses 0.270 3   

Non-Employee Expenses 0.357    

     

Note 1 
These costs are primarily for Councils Parks and Gardens team that maintain the Parks, Gardens 
and Sporting Fields within Yass Valley townships and villages. It includes expenses such as turf 
renovations on sporting fields, expenditure for softfall in parks, annual playground comprehensive 
audits, and for this year goal post replacement planned for Walker Park.   Swimming Pools are 
excluded. 

Note 2 
Other environmental covers Weed Management and budgeted staff to undertake this work, water 
riparian vegetation, a planned Water Objective Study, development of the Tree Management 
Strategy, allocation for Arborist Services for tree assessments, and an allocation trees and 
vegetation across local roads and regional roads. 

Note 3 
There may be other costs budgeted across the entire budget that may relate to environmental 
services, as identified Council’s budgets are not structured to this level of detail. 

Note 4 
Further, Council is not the sole authority that manages or regulates ‘other environmental issues of 
concern, such as care of rivers, nature reserves and wild areas’, with many of these falling under 
the jurisdiction of the NSW State Government and/or federal agencies (eg, NPWS, EPA, OEH, NSW 
Forestry, Water NSW, NRAR, DCCEEW, etc). 

RESOLVED that the questions with notice from Cr Adrian Cameron be noted. 

(Cameron/McGrath) 357 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 

9. Minutes and Recommendations of Council Committees 

9.1 MINUTES OF THE RYE PARK WIND FARM COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUND 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 25 AUGUST 2025. 

 

REPORT 

The minutes of the Rye Park Wind Farm Community Enhancement Fund Advisory Committee 
meeting held on 25 August 2025 are included in Attachment A.   

As per the Terms of Reference, the Committee provides advice and recommendations to Council 
only, with no decision-making delegations.  Therefore, actions identified in the attached minutes 
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will require the formal approval by Council before any commitment or adjustment to the 
Operational Plan / Budget is made. 

Accordingly, the minutes are presented for information. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Rye Park Wind Farm Community Enhancement Fund Committee 
meeting held on 25 August 2025 be noted. 

(McGrath/Charry) 358 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

9.2 MINUTES OF THE CRJO JOINT AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

REPORT 

The minutes of the Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO) Audit Risk and Improvement 
Committee meeting held on 1 July 2025 and 11 September 2025 are attached. 

From these minutes there are items that may require expenditure not provided for in the current 
Operational Plan. Any adjustment to the Operational Plan or Budget relating to actions identified 
in the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee minutes will be considered as part of standard 
budget process. 

Accordingly, the minutes are presented for information. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Canberra Region Joint Organisation Audit Risk and 
Improvement Committee meeting held on 1 July 2025 and 11 September 2025 be noted. 

(Rothwell/Burgess) 359 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 

10. Confidential Matters 

RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 10A of the Local Government Act, 1993 the following items on 
the agenda be classified as CONFIDENTIAL and considered in the Closed Meeting of Council in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act for the reasons as specified: 

10.1 Update on the Closure of Telegraph Close Yass 
Item 10.1 is confidential in accordance with section s10(A)(2)(di) of the Local 
Government Act because it contains commercial information of a confidential nature 
that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied 
it and discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance contrary to 
the public interest and discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on 
balance, contrary to the public interest.  

(Butler/Charry) 360 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Councillor A Cameron 
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Closed Council commenced at 6.21 pm.  
 

10.1 UPDATE ON THE CLOSURE OF TELEGRAPH CLOSE YASS 

 

SUMMARY 

To provide Council with an update on the closure of Telegraph Close Yass and to determine an 
associated sale price. 

RESOLVED that Council adopts the recommendations in the Confidential council report. 

 (Jones/Charry) 366 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

Motion 

RESOLVED that the meeting move into Open Council. 

(Flanery/Burgess) 367 

FOR: Councillors C Burgess, K Butler, A Cameron, A Charry, F Flanery, J Jones, A McGrath 
and D Rothwell 

AGAINST: Nil 
 
Open Council resumed at 6.43 pm whereupon the Mayor made the resolutions passed during closed 
session public. 

The meeting closed at 6.44 pm. 


	Contents
	Confirmation of Minutes
	5.1. Submission to the Waste to Energy NSW Legistlative Assembly Parliamentary Inquiry
	Resolution

	6.1. DA240266 - Dwelling House - 46 Malbec Drive, Murrumbateman
	Resolution

	6.2. Development Application No. DA250488 - Shed - 32 South Street, Murrumbateman
	Resolution

	6.3. Development Application Update - August and September 2025
	Resolution

	6.4. Report on the 2022-2025 Delivery Program
	Resolution

	6.5. Report on the 2025/26 Operational Plan
	Resolution

	6.6. Updated Guidelines for Advisory Committees and Committees of Council
	Resolution

	6.7. Councillor Expenses & Facilities Policy
	Resolution

	6.8. Privacy Management Plan
	Resolution

	6.9. Register of Declarations of Pecuniary Interests and Other Matters - Councillors and Designated Persons
	Resolution

	6.10. New Code of Meeting Practice
	Resolution

	6.11. Monthly Financial Report
	Resolution

	6.12. Investment and Borrowing Report
	Resolution

	6.13. Yass Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Project - Implementation
	Resolution

	6.14. Update on the Closure of Telegraph Close Yass
	Resolution

	7.1. Establishment of Focus Group - Tree Management Strategy
	Resolution

	8.1. Question With Notice - Cr Allan McGrath
	Resolution

	8.2. Questions With Notice - Cr Adrian Cameron
	Resolution

	9.1. Minutes of the Rye Park Wind Farm Community Enhancement Fund Advisory Committee held on 25 August 2025.
	Resolution

	9.2. Minutes of the CRJO Joint Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee
	Resolution

	10.1. Update on the Closure of Telegraph Close Yass
	Resolution



