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Minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 13 August 2019 

Present 

Cr Michael McManus (Chair), Cr Kim Turner, Brad Bell, Karen Denny. 

Also present 

Lillian Bell, Bob Buffington (from 4.10pm), Gabby Ianelli (Media & Communications Officer - to 
4.20pm), Helen Maskell-Knight (Community Planner). 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Cr McManus acknowledged the Ngunnawal people as the traditional custodians and paid respect to 
the Elders and their descendants. 

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Ken Bell, Pam Bell, Rhonda Mercieca, Alyssa Bell. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Nil 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

That the minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 4 June 2019, copies 
of which had been circulated to all Councillors, be taken as read and confirmed. 

(K Denny/K Turner) 

4. Presentations   

Nil 

5 Staff Reports 

5.1 SIGNING OF OAK HILL & YASS ABORIGINAL CEMETERY PLAN OF MANAGEMENT 

 

SUMMARY 

The Oak Hill & Yass Aboriginal Cemetery Plan of Management has been in preparation since 2016 
and is now ready for signature. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

That the Oak Hill & Yass Aboriginal Cemetery Plan of Management be signed at the meeting, the 
occasion be photographed and the wider community informed. 

Cr McManus expressed appreciation to those who had participated in the Plan’s development. 
 

 

  



 

 

 

5.2 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

SUMMARY 

The Standard Committee Constitution & Instrument of Delegation provides for the preparation of an 
Annual Report. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISIONS 

That the Annual Report for 2018/19 be adopted for presentation to Council.                                          

That inactive members of the Committee be thanked for their contributions and advised that their 
membership has concluded. 

That nominations be invited for new members of the Committee. 

                                                                                                                                       (B Bell/K Denny) 
 

 

5.3 COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN 2019-20 

 

SUMMARY 

Setting dates for Aboriginal Consultative Committee meetings for the year would facilitate the 
management of committee business. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISIONS 

That meetings of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee be scheduled for 4.00 pm on: 

 8 October 2019 

 3 December 2019 

 11 February 2020 

 7 April 2020 

 9 June 2020 

That Yass Police be invited to send a representative to future meetings of the Committee. 

That Council endorse a representative of Yass Police as an ex-officio member of the Committee. 

That Mr David Maxwell from the Ginninderry Joint Venture and Mr Wally Bell, Chair of Ginninderry 
Aboriginal Advisory Group (GAAG), be invited to the 8 October meeting to consider how best to 
achieve a focus on Ngunnawal heritage for development on the NSW side of the border. 

                      (K Denny/B Bell) 

 

 

  



 

 

6. General Business 

SUMMARY 

Members advised concern about the location of the proposed Yass to Murrumbateman pipeline being 
close to waterways and Aboriginal pathways. It was noted that the Cultural Heritage Assessment report 
prepared for Council advised that no Aboriginal sites had been identified in the area proposed for the 
pipeline and that the area was of low archaeological significance. 

Members also advised that surveying and other activity was being undertaken behind the Yass 
Showgrounds – a ceremonial site – and that there are surface scrapings along the Yass Gorge leading 
down to the Old Blacks Camp. 

COMMITTEE DECISIONS 

That Council be asked to provide written advice to the Committee regarding:  

 whether the processes and consultation guidelines prescribed by the Office of Environment and 
Heritage were followed in preparing the Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment of the Yass 
to Murrumbateman Pipeline Project;  

 the actions taken to address Aboriginal heritage issues in the course of completing the 
assessment; and 

 any development proposed for the area bounded by Therry Street, Meehan Street and the Yass 
River.                              

                                                                                                                                                 (B Bell/K Turner) 

7. Next Meeting 

Tuesday 8 October at 4.00 pm in Yass Valley Council Chambers. 

The meeting closed at 5.00 pm. 
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Notes from the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on  
3 December 2019 

 

Present 

Cr Kim Turner (Chair), Cr Michael McManus, Brad Bell, Karen Denny. 

Also present 

Alyssa Bell, Inspector Matt Hinton, Sergeant Dave Cowell, Helen Maskell-Knight (Community Planner) 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Cr Turner acknowledged the traditional owners and their descendants and Brad Bell welcomed those 
present. 

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Lillian Bell, Bob Buffington, Debbie Wallace, Pam Bell, Ken Bell.   

Note: 
As there were insufficient members present to form a quorum the meeting was adjourned until the 
next scheduled meeting of the Committee in 2020. The members in attendance determined to 
continue with the presentations and informal discussions on the agenda items. 

2. Presentations   

Inspector Matt Hinton made a presentation outlining the importance to police of relationship-building 
to their role in the Yass community. He identified a desire to establish support mechanisms for people 
in contact with the criminal justice system and provided brochures which outlined how police wished 
to engage. Inspector Hinton advised that he and Sergeant Cowell were the points of contact for the 
Aboriginal community. 

Inspector Hinton advised that the police were involved in several community initiatives and programs 
which provided both community support and relationship-building opportunities, among them the ‘Fit 
for Life’ Program for secondary school students which started in Yass in August 2019. 

Brad Bell advised that there was a significant drug problem in the community, affecting both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people, and encouraged the police to be active in addressing it.  

Inspector Hinton and Sergeant Cowell were invited by Onerwal representatives to make informal visits 
to the Onerwal LALC office to break down perceived barriers and to build on these visits with initiatives 
such as drug education programs. 

Inspector Hinton agreed with the proposal that a report from Yass Police be a standing item on the 
Committee’s meeting agenda. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

Nil 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

COMMENTS 

That the minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 13 August 2019, 
which had been circulated were confirmed. 

(McManus/Denny) 

 

  



 

 

5. Business Arising 

Nil 

6. Staff Reports 

6.1 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND NEW CHAIR 

SUMMARY 

This report advises of Council’s appointment of a new Chair of the Aboriginal Consultative 
Committee and two additional committee members at its 28 August 2019 meeting. 

 

COMMENTS 

That the appointments to the Committee be noted. 

(K Denny/McManus) 

 

6.2 ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT ON ABORIGINAL HERITAGE OF THE YASS TO 
MURRUMBATEMAN PIPELINE  AND WORKS NEAR YASS GORGE 

 

SUMMARY 

This report responds to the request made at the 13 August 2019 meeting of the Aboriginal 
Consultative Committee for advice on the Aboriginal heritage assessments undertaken in relation 
to the Yass to Murrumbateman Pipeline and works in the vicinity of the Yass Gorge. 

 

COMMENTS 

That:  

1. The reports on the Aboriginal heritage assessments for the Yass to Murrumbateman 
Pipeline and works in the vicinity of Yass Gorge be noted. 

2. The State Heritage Register be checked to establish what parts of the Yass Gorge are on the  
register and a report be provided to a future meeting of the Committee. 

3. Council be requested to invite oversight of the Pipeline and Yass Gorge construction work 
by a representative of the Aboriginal community. 

4. All of Council’s major projects include an assessment of Aboriginal heritage impact and 
consultation with the Local Aboriginal Land Council. 

5. Council’s Annual Capital Works Program be provided to the Committee each year to 
facilitate engagement with the Aboriginal community. 

6. Council ensure compliance with Aboriginal Participation in Construction Guidelines. 

(B Bell/M McManus) 

7. Next Meeting 

Tuesday 11 February 2020, at 4.00pm in Yass Valley Council Chambers, 209 Comur Street, Yass 

The meeting closed at 5.30 pm.  
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5.1 INCLUSIONS ON THE STATE HERITAGE REGISTER RELATING TO YASS GORGE 

 
  

SUMMARY 

This report responds to the request made at the informal meeting of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee 
on 3 December for advice as to what parts of Yass Gorge are on the State Heritage Register. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be noted. 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

POLICY & LEGISLATION 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents  

 Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (2010) 

 Guide to investigations, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

REPORT  

No part of the Yass Gorge is on the State Heritage Register.  

The former Town Camp is listed as Item A288 on the Local Environment Plan (LEP). The Town Camp LEP 
citation and the report prepared in relation to raising the dam wall are attached. 

Only the area owned by Council has been included in the LEP and this area does not reflect the boundaries 
of the camp (see map below). 
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At Council’s request, the site has been assessed under the Local Land Services Cultural Heritage Assessments 
program, but nothing has been found. 

Earlier community intentions to nominate the Town Camp as an Aboriginal Place do not seem to have 
progressed.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: A. Town Camp LEP citation ⇩  
B. Report on raising the Yass Dam wall ⇩   
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