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ABORIGINAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF MEETING

A meeting of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee will be held in Yass Valley Council Chambers
209 Comur Street, Yass, on Tuesday 11 February 2020, commencing at 4.00pm
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Minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 13 August 2019

Present
Cr Michael McManus (Chair), Cr Kim Turner, Brad Bell, Karen Denny.
Also present

Lillian Bell, Bob Buffington (from 4.10pm), Gabby lanelli (Media & Communications Officer - to
4.20pm), Helen Maskell-Knight (Community Planner).

Acknowledgement of Country

Cr McManus acknowledged the Ngunnawal people as the traditional custodians and paid respect to
the Elders and their descendants.

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Ken Bell, Pam Bell, Rhonda Mercieca, Alyssa Bell.

2. Declarations of Interest

Nil

3. Confirmation of Minutes

COMMITTEE DECISION

That the minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 4 June 2019, copies
of which had been circulated to all Councillors, be taken as read and confirmed.

(K Denny/K Turner)

4. Presentations

Nil

5 Staff Reports

5.1 SIGNING OF OAK HILL & YASS ABORIGINAL CEMETERY PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

SUMMARY

The Oak Hill & Yass Aboriginal Cemetery Plan of Management has been in preparation since 2016
and is now ready for signature.

COMMITTEE DECISION

That the Oak Hill & Yass Aboriginal Cemetery Plan of Management be signed at the meeting, the
occasion be photographed and the wider community informed.

Cr McManus expressed appreciation to those who had participated in the Plan’s development.



5.2 ANNUAL REPORT

SUMMARY

The Standard Committee Constitution & Instrument of Delegation provides for the preparation of an
Annual Report.

COMMITTEE DECISIONS
That the Annual Report for 2018/19 be adopted for presentation to Council.

That inactive members of the Committee be thanked for their contributions and advised that their
membership has concluded.

That nominations be invited for new members of the Committee.

(B Bell/K Denny)

5.3 COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN 2019-20

SUMMARY

Setting dates for Aboriginal Consultative Committee meetings for the year would facilitate the
management of committee business.

COMMITTEE DECISIONS

That meetings of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee be scheduled for 4.00 pm on:

° 8 October 2019

° 3 December 2019

° 11 February 2020

° 7 April 2020

° 9 June 2020

That Yass Police be invited to send a representative to future meetings of the Committee.

That Council endorse a representative of Yass Police as an ex-officio member of the Committee.

That Mr David Maxwell from the Ginninderry Joint Venture and Mr Wally Bell, Chair of Ginninderry
Aboriginal Advisory Group (GAAG), be invited to the 8 October meeting to consider how best to
achieve a focus on Ngunnawal heritage for development on the NSW side of the border.

(K Denny/B Bell)



6. General Business

SUMMARY

Members advised concern about the location of the proposed Yass to Murrumbateman pipeline being
close to waterways and Aboriginal pathways. It was noted that the Cultural Heritage Assessment report
prepared for Council advised that no Aboriginal sites had been identified in the area proposed for the
pipeline and that the area was of low archaeological significance.

Members also advised that surveying and other activity was being undertaken behind the Yass
Showgrounds — a ceremonial site — and that there are surface scrapings along the Yass Gorge leading
down to the Old Blacks Camp.

COMMITTEE DECISIONS

That Council be asked to provide written advice to the Committee regarding:

e whether the processes and consultation guidelines prescribed by the Office of Environment and
Heritage were followed in preparing the Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment of the Yass
to Murrumbateman Pipeline Project;

e the actions taken to address Aboriginal heritage issues in the course of completing the
assessment; and

e any development proposed for the area bounded by Therry Street, Meehan Street and the Yass
River.

(B Bell/K Turner)

7. Next Meeting

Tuesday 8 October at 4.00 pm in Yass Valley Council Chambers.

The meeting closed at 5.00 pm.
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Notes from the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on
3 December 2019

Present

Cr Kim Turner (Chair), Cr Michael McManus, Brad Bell, Karen Denny.

Also present

Alyssa Bell, Inspector Matt Hinton, Sergeant Dave Cowell, Helen Maskell-Knight (Community Planner)

Acknowledgement of Country

Cr Turner acknowledged the traditional owners and their descendants and Brad Bell welcomed those
present.

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Lillian Bell, Bob Buffington, Debbie Wallace, Pam Bell, Ken Bell.

Note:

As there were insufficient members present to form a quorum the meeting was adjourned until the
next scheduled meeting of the Committee in 2020. The members in attendance determined to
continue with the presentations and informal discussions on the agenda items.

2. Presentations

Inspector Matt Hinton made a presentation outlining the importance to police of relationship-building
to their role in the Yass community. He identified a desire to establish support mechanisms for people
in contact with the criminal justice system and provided brochures which outlined how police wished
to engage. Inspector Hinton advised that he and Sergeant Cowell were the points of contact for the
Aboriginal community.

Inspector Hinton advised that the police were involved in several community initiatives and programs
which provided both community support and relationship-building opportunities, among them the ‘Fit
for Life’ Program for secondary school students which started in Yass in August 2019.

Brad Bell advised that there was a significant drug problem in the community, affecting both Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people, and encouraged the police to be active in addressing it.

Inspector Hinton and Sergeant Cowell were invited by Onerwal representatives to make informal visits
to the Onerwal LALC office to break down perceived barriers and to build on these visits with initiatives
such as drug education programs.

Inspector Hinton agreed with the proposal that a report from Yass Police be a standing item on the
Committee’s meeting agenda.

3. Declarations of Interest

Nil
4. Confirmation of Minutes

COMMENTS

That the minutes of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting held on 13 August 2019,
which had been circulated were confirmed.

(McManus/Denny)



5. Business Arising

Nil
6.  Staff Reports
6.1 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND NEW CHAIR
SUMMARY

This report advises of Council’s appointment of a new Chair of the Aboriginal Consultative
Committee and two additional committee members at its 28 August 2019 meeting.

COMMENTS
That the appointments to the Committee be noted.

(K Denny/McManus)

6.2 ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT ON ABORIGINAL HERITAGE OF THE YASS TO
MURRUMBATEMAN PIPELINE AND WORKS NEAR YASS GORGE

SUMMARY

This report responds to the request made at the 13 August 2019 meeting of the Aboriginal
Consultative Committee for advice on the Aboriginal heritage assessments undertaken in relation
to the Yass to Murrumbateman Pipeline and works in the vicinity of the Yass Gorge.

COMMENTS
That:

1. The reports on the Aboriginal heritage assessments for the Yass to Murrumbateman
Pipeline and works in the vicinity of Yass Gorge be noted.

2. The State Heritage Register be checked to establish what parts of the Yass Gorge are on the
register and a report be provided to a future meeting of the Committee.

3. Council be requested to invite oversight of the Pipeline and Yass Gorge construction work
by a representative of the Aboriginal community.

4. All of Council’s major projects include an assessment of Aboriginal heritage impact and
consultation with the Local Aboriginal Land Council.

5. Council’s Annual Capital Works Program be provided to the Committee each year to
facilitate engagement with the Aboriginal community.

6. Council ensure compliance with Aboriginal Participation in Construction Guidelines.

(B Bell/M McManus)

7. Next Meeting

Tuesday 11 February 2020, at 4.00pm in Yass Valley Council Chambers, 209 Comur Street, Yass
The meeting closed at 5.30 pm.



Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting 11 February 2020

5.1 INCLUSIONS ON THE STATE HERITAGE REGISTER RELATING TO YASS GORGE

SUMMARY

This report responds to the request made at the informal meeting of the Aboriginal Consultative Committee
on 3 December for advice as to what parts of Yass Gorge are on the State Heritage Register.

RECOMMENDATION

That the report be noted.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Nil.

POLICY & LEGISLATION
. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents
. Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (2010)

. Guide to investigations, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011)

REPORT
No part of the Yass Gorge is on the State Heritage Register.

The former Town Camp is listed as Item A288 on the Local Environment Plan (LEP). The Town Camp LEP
citation and the report prepared in relation to raising the dam wall are attached.

Only the area owned by Council has been included in the LEP and this area does not reflect the boundaries
of the camp (see map below).

Staff Reports — Page 12 of 90



Aboriginal Consultative Committee Meeting 11 February 2020

At Council’s request, the site has been assessed under the Local Land Services Cultural Heritage Assessments
program, but nothing has been found.

Earlier community intentions to nominate the Town Camp as an Aboriginal Place do not seem to have
progressed.

ATTACHMENTS: A. Town Camp LEP citation §
B. Report on raising the Yass Dam wall §

Staff Reports — Page 13 of 90



5.1 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location:

Address: Planming: Southern & Western
Suburb/nearest town: Yass 2582

Local govt area: Yass Valley Parish: Hume
State: NSW County: Murray
Other/former names:

Area/group/complex: Group 1D:
Aboriginal area: Ngumnawal
Curtilage/boundary:
Item type: Archaeological-Terrestrial Group: Aboriginal Categery: Historic site
Owner: Local Government
Admin codes: Code 2: Code 3:
Current use:
Former uses: Aboriginal settlement
Assessed significance: Local Endarsed signifieance: Local

Statement of
significance:
Historical notes
of provenance:

Themes: National theme State theme Local theme
2. Peopling Aberiginal cultures and interactions with «
Designer:
Builder:
Year started: Year completed: Cirea: Neo
Physical description:

Physical condition
level:

Physical condition:
Archaeological
potential level:

Archaeological
potential Detail:
Modification dates:

Recommended
management:

Management:  Managenvent category Management name
Statufory Instrmment List on a Lecal Environmental Plan (LEP)

Further comments:

Staff Reports — Page 14 of 90



5.1 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge

Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location:

Criteria a):  The site is associated with the history of Aberiginal occupation in the Shire, and government pelieies in the late
[Historical 19th amd.early 20th centuries which saw the forcible relocation of Aboriginal people owt of town camps such as

significance| this and into government reserves.

Criteria b):
[Historical
association

significance|

Criteria ¢):
[Aesthetic/
Technical
significance]

Criteria d):
[Social/Cultural
significance|

Criteria e):
[Research
significance]

Criteria f):
[Rarity]

Criteria g):
[Representative]

Intactness/Integrity:

References: Author

Studies: Author

Title

Giovanelli and MeCann  Yass Shire Rural Arcas. Heritage Study

Parcels: parcel code

Latitude:
Location validity:
Map name:
AMG zone:

Listing: Name:

Yass Valley LEP 2013

Data entry: Data first entered:  04/06/2003

Seetion number Plan code
Spatial aceuraey:
Muap seale:
Easting:
Title

Loeal Envirommental Plan

Dataupdated: 09/03/2017

Year
Nusiber Year
55 2003
0
Plan number
Northing:

Number Listing Diate
AZRE 19/07/2013

Status: Completed
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065
Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Image:

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/09%2006
Image number:
Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aumaritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shi275/275

0065b2.jpg
Thumbnail url:  http:fwww._environment.nsw.gov.aw/maritimmeheritageappfresources/Heritage/shif275/t_27
50065b2.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 3 of 14

This report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065
Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/09%2006
Image number:

Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aw/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shif275/275

0065b3.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aw/maritinmeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
50065b3.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 4 of 14

This report was produced wsing the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage

Staff Reports — Page 17 of 90



51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/092006
Image number:

Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/275

0065b4 jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
50065b4.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page Sof 14
This report was produced using the State Heritage I y application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage

Staff Reports — Page 18 of 90



51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2rswes

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/09/2006
Image number:

Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aw/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/275

0065b5.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.auw/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
50065b5.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 6 of 14

Thas report was produced wsing the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Hentage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council | 2swes

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/092006
Image number:

Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/275

0065b6.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
5006506 jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 7 of 14
This report was produced using the State Heritage I v application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065
Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass.Valley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date: 05/0%2006

Image number:
Image url:  http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shi/275/275

0065b7.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shifl275/_27
50065b7 jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 8 of 14

This report was produced wsing the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065

Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/0% 2006
Image number:

Image url:  http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aw/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/275

0065b8.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.aw/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
50065b8.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 9 of 14

This report was produced wsing the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Hentage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council | 2swes

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass.Valley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date: 05092006

Image number:
Image url:  http:fwww environment.nsw.gov. au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shi/275/275

0065b9.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fawvww.environment.nsw.gov.au/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shif275/t_27
50065b9.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 10 of 14

Thas report was produced wsing the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065

Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/0%2006
Image number:
Image url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.auw/marifimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/275

0065b10.jpg
Thumbnail url: http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shif275/t_27
50065b10.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 11 of 14

This report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

SHI number

Yass Valley Council 2750065
Study number
55

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass. ¥alley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date:  05/092006

Image number:

Image url:  http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/fshif275/275

0065b11.jpg
Thumbnail url: bttp:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.auw/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shi/275/t_27
50065b11.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 12 of 14

This report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

Yass Valley Council e

Item name: Town Camp (former)

Location: Yass Valley

Caption: Town Camp.
Copy right: Yass.Valley Council
Image by: Peter Kabaila
Image date: 05/0%2006

Image number:
Image url:  http:fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shi/275/275

0065b12.jpg
Thumbnail url: httpcfwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shifl275/_27
50065b12.jpg
Image:
Date:  09/12/2019 Full report Page 13 of 14

This report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory application provided by the Heritage Division, Office of Environment and Heritage
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5.1

Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment A Town Camp LEP citation

Item name: Town Camrp (former)

Location:

Caption:

Copy right:
Image by:
Image date:
Image number:

Image url:

Thumbnail url:

Yass. Weir 1927 few Aborigines Humpies in background. Ten Iron Huts erected at

T S T o\ WS e,

"Hollywoad" so that Aborigines could mve from her (sic). (Whitehurst Collection NILA}
Yass Valley Council

http: fwwew . environment.nsw.gev.au/maritimeheritageappiresources/Heritage/shil275/275
0065b13.pg

http: fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/maritimeheritageapp/resources/Heritage/shil275/t_27
50065b13.jpg
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment B Report on raising the Yass Dam wall

Yass Dam Raising
Yass NSW
Indigenows and Non-Indigenous Cultural Heritage Assessment

February 2009

A Report to Lara Hess
NSW Department of Cammerce
McKell Building 2-24 Rawson Place
Sydney NSW 2000

Julie Dibden

New South Wirles Archaeology Pty Limited
PO Box, 2135 Central Trlba NSW 2546
Phyfax 02 44737947 mob. 0427074901
julie@nswarchaeology.com.au
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment B Report on raising the Yass Dam wall
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51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment B Report on raising the Yass Dam wall

Yass Dam Raisiug

1. SUMMARY

1.1 Introduetion

New Sowth Wales Archacology Pty Ltd was commissioned by the NSW Department of Commerce (NSW
DoC) in September 2008 to undertake a cultural heritage assessment of the proposed Yass Dam Raising
Project.

Yass Valkey Council is investigating options to augment their water supply to increase a seeure yield; raising
the Yass. Dam by 3 metres is the preferred option wader investigation. It is proposed to raisc the level of the
dam wall evest wsing ground amchors. The raised dam would result in additiomal inundation extending
approximately 10 kilometres up strewm of the dam wall.

Additiomal werks associated with the preject inelude upstream works at four road culverts to improve fish
passage.

This report has been prepared as a speeialist study for the eavironmental assessment under Part 5 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979,

1.2 The Metheodology

An investigation for Indigenows and Nom-Indigeneus cultural heritage within the proposal arca has been
conducted by representatives af NSW Archaeology Pty Ltd, Buru Ngunawal Aberiginal Corporation, Onerwal
Local Aberigimal Land Council and Buranya Cerporation.

The studiy has sought to identify and record any Aboriginal objects and items of European heritage which may
be present im the proposal area, fo assess the archacological potential of the landform elements present and to
formulate mamagement recommendations based on the results of background research, a freld swrvey and site
significance assessment.

A landscape based approach and methodelogy has therefore been implemented during this study. The preposal
arca has beem divided into & mumber of Swrvey Units each of which has been defined on the basis of a
combination of environmental variables. In this study Survey Units have been defined according to a
combinafien of landform element, gradient and aspect. Survey Units are utilised as a frameweork of recording
and anal ysis.

Field work was undertaken in November 2008, The field survey was focused on investigating zones of
proposed. impaet which were subject to a comprehensive assessment. These areas are defined below:

e The additional inundation area associated with the dam raisimg was surveyed and assessed on both
sides of the Yass River between the Dam wall and Pearses Bridge;

®  The four upstream culvert sites; and

* The proposed construction areas located om either side of the dam wall.

The New Sowth Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service has prepared a draft document which provides a
series of guidelines regarding the assessment and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage in New South
Wales. This report has been prepared in accordance with these draft guidelines (NSW NPWS 1997).
Additiomally the study has been comducted in accordance with the Interim Guidefines for Aboriginal
Commumnity Consultation - Requirements for Applicants (NSW DEC 2004).

1.3 Previeusly Recorded Sites

Two searehes of the New South Wales DECC Aberiginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS)
have beem eonducted:

*  Site scarch AHIMS #238Z] encompasses the Yass dam asea including the additional imundation arcas.
A total ef 33 registered Aboriginal are listed in this search (noting however that one site is duplicated:
both #51-4-0030 and #51-4-0038 are the one site: ¥23). These previous site recerdimgs are net
situated within the proposed impact areas. Several site recordings are however located in close
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prexsimity to the dam wall and accordingly ave the potential to be impacted as a result of construction
activities. These sites are discussed further below in Section 7.

*  Site search AHIMS #23822 encompasses the arca upsiream of the dam including the four culvert
arcas. One Aboriginal object is listed in this search; its locafion is away from the four arcas of
proposed impact.

1.4 Resulis

Four locates containing stone artefacts were recorded. Artefact density caleulations based on surface indicators
indicate thaf all artefact locales cantain low density artefaet disiribetions. The four sites. are unlikely to contain
associated. subsurface deposit and are assessed to be of low significance. Three frees bearing scars were also
recorded im the inundation area. The cause of the three sears is uncertain however, based on their characteristics
and morphology are assessed fo be likely to have been caused by natural processes rather than human
extraction.

The Survey Uwits present in the study area associated are cach assessed to be of low ar very low archaceological
potential based om various factors including nature of the topography, erosional processes and steep gradients.

The proposed imundation area and culvert sites are assessed to be of low archaeological potential and
sensitivity.

The proposed construction works. area, as defined in a revised plan, located on the west side of the dam wall, is
all assessed to be of low sensifivity and mo sites were recorded. Initially the east side of the dam wall was
proposed. as an alternative werks eanstruction site. Given the proximity of this area to the Riverside Camp
(H51-1-0043) — otherwise known locally to the Indigenous community as the ofd black’s camp, and the
likelihood that an aceess road waould to traverse a part of the camp, the proponent has removed this area from
the arca of proposed impacts.

1.5 Recammendations
It is recommiended that (see Sections 12 and 13 for a full listing of recommendatians):

e The proponent should give due consideration to the discussion in regard to management and
writigation of Aboriginal artefact locales a#nd Survey Units as outlined in Section 12 of this report.

*  The proposed arcas are assessed to be of low archacelogical potential and sensitivity. Accordingly, o
firrther archacobogical assessment is considered necessary in relation to the propesed impacts.

The: four locales containing Aboriginal stene artefacts recorded in the proposal area do not surpass any
sefentifie significance thresholds which would act to preclude impacts which may cnsue as a result of
the proposal. Accordimgly, if impacts to any of the stone artefact locales recorded in the proposal area
are proposed unmitigated impaets are justified. S90 Comsent would need to be sought from DECC.

Ii ¥ noted however that onc of the recorded artefact locales is sitwated outside arcas of propesed
impact. Accordingly this artefact locale will not sustain impacts refating to the proposal.

e |t is recommended that all construction works are sited on the western side of the dam wall and that
the area located on the east side of the wall be exempt from all construction impaets.
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Figure 1. Location of the proposal area in a local context (Goulburn 1:250,000 topegraphic map).
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2. INTRODUCTION

2.1 Introduction

Yass Valley Council is investigafing options to augment their water supply to increase a secure vicld; raising
the Yass. Diam by 3 metres is the preferred option vnder investigation. It is proposed to raise the level of the
dam wall evest wsing ground amchors. The raised dam would result in additiomal inundation extending
approximately 10 kilometres up stream of the dam wall (Figure 1].

Additionall werks associated with the project include upstream works at four road culverts to improve fish
passage.

New South: Wales Archaeology Pty Ltd has been commissioned by the NSW Department of Commerce to
undertake & cultural heritage assessment of the proposed Yass Dam Raising Project. The scope of the cultural
heritage assessment has been defined as follows:

s The avea directly surrounding the dam wall including a construetion area located on the west side of
the dam. [t is noted that initially the location and extent of a construction works area had not been
Jimalised; accordingly alternative sites on both sides of the dam wall were assessed. However
subsequently a construction compound location has since been finalised. In light of the sensitivity of
the area on east side of the wall relating to an old Aboriginal camping avea the west side of the wall
Ias been chosen as the construction site.

*  The area inundated by the raised storage level and consideration of inereased flood levels due to the
rasimg; and

e Fourupstream culvert sifes.
This repart documents the results of the investigation.
In accordanee with the NSW NPWS guidelines for archaeological reporting this report aims o document:

®  the proposed impacts;

= the invalvement in the project of the Aboriginal community:

= the methodology implemented during the study;

= the emvironmental setting of the study area in order to establish background parameters;

= a review of archaeological and relevamt literature and heritage listings on the NSW DECC Aboriginal
Heritage Information Management System;

= asynfhests of local and regional archacology;

= a predictive model of site lacation relevant to the proposal area;

= a revicw of heritage databases (Australian Heritage Council, NSW Heritage Council and local heritage
listimgs)

= the archaeological sensitivity of the landfarms subject to proposed impacts;

= the field survey strategy and results; and

*=  aseries of recommendations based on the resulis of the imvestigation.

The field. work compoment of this project has been conducted by Julie Dibden, Rebecea Parkes, NSW
Archaeology Pty Ltd, Karen Denmy, Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation, Greg Hatfield, Buranya
Corporatien, and Paulina Sili, and Julie Payne, Onerwal Local Aboriginal Land Couneil. This report has been
written by Julie Dibden.
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3. PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY

This projeet kas been undertaken in accordanee with the NSW DECC Interim Guidelines for Aboriginal
Community Consultation - Requirements for Applicants (IGACC) (NSW DEC 2004), The NSW DECEC
requires propenemts to vndertake censultation with the Aboriginal community *...as an integral part of the
impact assessmient” process (NSW DEC 2004).

The NSW DECEC manages Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW in accordance with the National Parks and
Wildlife &et 1974. Part 6 of the Act provides protection for Aboriginal objects and Aberiginal Places. When an
activity is likety to impact Abaeriginal objects or declared Aboriginal Places approval of the Director-General of
the NSW DECC under s90 or s87 of the NPW Act is required. The decision as to whether or not to issue s90
Consent ar a s87 Permit is based. on the supply to the NSW DECC by a proponent of adequate information to
enable the Director-General to make a deciston (NSW DEC 2004).

When admimestering its approval functions under the NPW Act the NSW DECC requires applicants to have
consulted with the Aboriginal eommunity about the: Aboriginal cultural heritage values {cultural significance)
of Aboriginal ebjects and places present in the arca subject to development (NSW DEC 2004).

The NSW DXECC requires consultation with the Aboriginal community because it recognises the following:

o That Aboriginal heritage has a eultural and archacologieal significance and that both should be the
swbject of assessment to inform its decision process;

s That Aboriginal people are the primary determinants of the significance of their heritage;

*  That Aboriginal community invelvement should occur early in the assessment process to ensure that
their values and concerns can be taken info account and se that their own decision making structures
camn. function;

e That the information arising from consultation allows consideration of Aborigimal community views
abwowt significance and impact and allows for management and mitigation measures to be considered
i an informed way (NSW DEC 2004).

The community consultation process as outlined in the IGACC document aims to improve the assessment
process by providing the Aboriginal community with an oppertunity to:

Influence the design of the assessment of cultural and scientific significance;

Previde relevant information about eultural significance values of objects/places;
Comtribute to the development of eultural heritage management recommendations; aned
Previde comment on draft assessment reports (NSW DEC 2004).

The role of the Aboriginal Community is eutlined by the NSW DEC (2004} as follows:

e The Aboriginal community is the primary determinant of the significance of their heritage;

e The Aboriginal communmity may participate in the precess via comment on the assessment
methodology and contributien of cuktural knowledge; and

o The Aboriginal commumity may comment on cultural significance of potential impacts and/or
mitkgation measures.

Fulfilment: of the eonsultation requirements as outlined in the IGACC document has been undertaken as
follows:

1. Natification and Registration of Interests
New South Wales Archacology Pty Ltd, on behalf of the proponent, has actively sought to identify
stakehotder groups or people wishing to be consulted about the project and has invited them to register

iheir interest as follows:

Written notification about the project dated 30 September 2008 has been supplied to the following
bodies:

*  Onerwal Local Aboriginal Land Council
e  Native Title Serviees
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*  Yass Valley Council
e The NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change

The Registrar of Aboriginal Owners was not notified of the project given that the proposal area ts not
situated within a Natiomal Park which possesses a register of Aboriginal owners.

I axkditien an advertisement has been placed in the Yass Tribume. The elosing date of registration of
inferest was noted as 16™ October 2008,

Following advice received fromi Yass Valley Shire Council in correspondence dated 9 October 2008, and the
NSW DECC dated 10 October 2008, additional letters were sent to the following groups and individuals
notifying ihem of the project:

Bueanya Corporation;

Ngumnawal Local Aberiginal Land Couneil;

Yass Valley Indigenous Consultative Committee;
Ngwmwawal Heritage Aboriginal Corporatiem;
Yurwang Gundara Comsultancy Heritage Services;
Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation; and

Carl ane Tima Brown,

The followimg groups and individuals registered am interest in this project:

Buranya Corporation;,

©Omerwal Local Aboriginal Land Council (by phonej;
Yurwang Gundara Consultancy Heritage Services (by phene};
Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation; and

Negwmawal Heritage Aboriginal Corporation.

In accordance with Part C of the NSW DECC Interim Guidelines for Aboriginal Community Consultation -
Requirements far Applicants, and Yass Valley Council’s consideration of these registrations of interest, the
following groups were engaged fo assist with the fieldwork component of the project:

* Boranyva Corporation;
e Omnerwal Local Aboriginal Land Council; and

*  Bor Ngunawal Aboriginal Corperation.

A copy of the draft report will be provided to all stakeholders for their review and comment.
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4. PROPOSED IMPACTS

The information centained in this seetion of the report is provided in accordance with the NSW NPWS (1997)
guidelines for archaeological survey reporting. A full description of the proposal and its petential impact on the
landscape amd heritage resource is described below.

This information includes a summary of the impact history of the study area. These prior and existing land uses
have caused significant changes fo geomarphological processes n the area, with an associated effect on the
archaeolegical resource.

4.1 Propesed lmpact

The Yass Diam was built in 1927 and has a capacity of 1,125 megalitres. Over the past 10 years water demands
have inceeased and drought has affecied the catchment vield; the Yass water supply is dependent on the Yass
River, The potemtial for water shortages has been recognised and an infegrated water cycle management study
has been wndertaken for Yass Valley Council.

Yass Valley Council is investigafing options to augment their water supply to increase a secure vield; raising
the Yass. Dam by 3 metres is the preferred option under investigation. It is proposed to raise the level of the
dam wall crest wsing ground. amchors. The raised dam would result in additional inundation extendimg
approximatiely 10 kilometres upstream of the dam wall.

The additioral inundation resulting from the dam raising will entail fluvial impacts to land surfaces resultimg
from increased water levels (Figure 2). At the dam area immediately upstream from the wall a vertical height of
3 metres imereased inundation will oecur while further upstream this height will decrease in accordance with
the increased clevation of the Yass River (Plates | and 2). That is, the vertical height of increased inendation at
approxintately 5 kilometres upstream will be in the order of 1 mefre (Plate 3); at Pearses Bridge at c. 8
kilometres upsfream the vertical height of the increased inundation will be ¢. 20 cm (Plate 4).

The lateral extent of the increased inundation is determimed by the nature of the topegraphy; where the
landforms. adjacent to the river are low lying and of low gradient the lateral inundation is greatest, while on the
other hamd where the landforms are elevated and of steeper gradients the lateral extent of the proposed
inundation is minimal to negligible. It is noted that the majority of the terrain adjacent to the river is elevated
and steep and aceordingly increased lateral inundation will be minimal along the majority of the river affected
by the proposal.

A construetion works areas ts proposed on the west side of the dam wall (Figure 3). The impacts associated
with the eomsiruction arca are largely confined to areas of existing excavation and disturbance (Plate 53 The
various compencats of the proposed weorks area are shown in Figure 3.

An existing aceess track extends to the west end of the wall from a street immediately adjacent to the existing
pumphouse buildiag (this is shewn as the blue dashed lines in Figure 3). This track will require upgrading, and
widening by several metres is proposed. At approximately a third of the way along the track numerous facilities
are propesed mcluding a large vehicle turning area and vehicle parking area, offices and ceontractors works
area, Immnediately adjacent the west end of the dam wall a small truck turning bay is propesed; this is
coincident with an existing parking bay cut into the hillslope. The hammerhead tower crane is proposed to
work either within the scoured river bed itself (downstream of the wall), or from a barge on the river upstream.

Additional werks associated with the project include upstream works at four read culverts to improve fish
passage (Figure 8). It is likely that the existing eulverts will be removed and new box culverts installed at each
of the fowr locations. The culverts will be designed to allow the free passage of environmental flows and to
cater for fish passage. The culverts weould be less than 10 metres in length.

The culvert sites are identified as follows:

o Natong - the culvert erosses the Yass River on private property at this location (Plate 6;

o ZamenofT - the culvert crosses the Yass River on private property at this location (Plate T);

» Greenwood Road - the ewlvert crosses the Yass River as a component of a Council road at this
loeation (Plate 8);

o Goeenfield - the culvert crosses the Yass River on private property at this location (Plate 9).
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4.2 Impact History

The propesed impacts relating to the Yass Dam Raising Project are situated primarily on farm land. The impact
history of the area is therefore related to previous amd cwrrent farmimg activities ineluding grazimg and
cultivation. Given that the most commen Aboriginal objects expected to be present within the proposal area are
stone artefaets located in or on ground surfaces, the following review is focused on describing the impact to
soils and sadl profiles which has. resulted from agriculture practice.

Land clearance commenced in the region with its occupation by carly settlers during the early to mid 1800s.
Following clearance the arable land was utilised for both grazing and various cultivation endeavours including
pasture improvement and crapping, while hilly land has been used exclusively for grazing. Currently the
majority ef the proposed impaet areas ineluding the low crests, hill slopes and valleys are cleared and contain
scattered and isolated trees or small stands only. Weedy shrubs are common along the river bank.

As a result of the long history of grazing and cultivation the preposal area is located within a degraded
landscape; similarly to other parts of Australia, vegetation, seils and geomorphological processes have been
dramatically changed by clearing, eropping and grazing (Wasson ef. al 1998). Tree clearance and the grazing of
sheep and cultivation in the Southern Tablelands has resulted in increascd runoff’ and erosion, both on hill
slopes and. valley floors, much, of which commenced very soon after initial European occupation (Wasson et. al
1998). These erosional processes have lead to significant chamges to landseape processes. More recently
dryland safimity has become a problem in the area as a result of earlier vegetation clearance.

Post Settlement Alluvium (PSA) is widely reported as covering the floodplains of ereeks and streams in the
region (Wasson et al 1998). It is found to measure up to 1 - 3 metres in thickness and has been ncised by
modern chamnels rather than deposited overbank by these channels (see Plate 10).

While hillslope erosion (sheet and. rilly and sediment accumulation in catchments of the region prier to
European settlement is measurable, rates of eroston are considered to have been low (Olley er.al 2003).
Similarly fo- stream incision and erasion, hillslope erosion increased significantly during the first 50 or so years
of occupation.

Valley floors are likely to have been severely eroded with ehanges to soil structere in the early years of grazing
due to stock trampling, removal of vegetation (via grazing and drought processes — the period between 1830 -
185- was a time of below avervage rainfall) and within the draimage lines themselves by the onset of gullying
(Dorrough et. af 2004; Olley et af 2003). It is recogniscd that the effcets of grazing on soils is most
pronounced where livestock congregate close to watering points (Lunt et. ol 2007} in valley floors (Plate 11).

Erosion im the region continues fo be a problem in the region due to dryland salinity (Seddon er. al 2007).
Salinity cause bare scalds and gullying. Land elearance and subscquent erosional processes are likely to have
resulted im warying levels of prior impacts to Aberiginal objects. Trees hosting evidence of cultural scarring are
likely to hawe been completely destroyed while Aboriginal objects located in or on the ground will have been
disturbed and/or moved, resulting in. loss of their original depositional context (both spatially and vertically).
Erosional proeesses act to both expose archacological materials and more significantly, to cause their erosion
and either their ultimate destruction/removal andfer to seriously compromise the integrity of archacological
deposit.
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Figure 2. Location of proposed inundation area (supplied by Department of Commerce).
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Figure 3. Proposed construction works area on west side of wall (supplied by DoC).
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Plate 1. Northwest side of Yass River at ¢. (L8 km upsiream from dam wall; looking west. Note the sieep, cliff
like slope te river. The area of inundation at this location is in the order ef ¢. 3m however on the northwest side
the lateral extent of inundation in this area will be minimal.

Plate 2. South side of Yass River at ¢. 0.8 — 1 km upstream trom dam wall looking east. Note the gentler slope
to river. The area of inundation at this location is in the order of c. 3m and according the lateral extent of
inundaticn im this area will be in the order of €. 10-15 metres.
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Plate 3. North side of Yass River at c. 5 km wpstream from dam wall. Note slope to river. The area of
inundatiom. at this location is in the order of €. 1m and accordingly lateral extent of inundation, after water
breaches the ¢. m high river bank, will be mininal.

Plate 4. Sowth side of Yass River at ¢c. 8 km wpstream from dam wall near Pearses Bridge. Note slope to river.
The area of inmundation at this location is in the order of ¢. 0.2m and accordingly lateral extent of inundation,
after water breaches the c. 1m high river bank, will be negligible.
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Plate 5. West side of dam wall showing existing cutting for track and vehicle parking.

Plate 6. Katong culvert.
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Plate 8. Greeawood Road culvert.
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Plate 10. Active entrenchment of the Yass River c. 4 km upstream of the dam wall. Photo shows the sharp
contact ¢. 60 cm below the grouwnd surface between a recent deposit of Pest Settlement Alluvium and a
truncated. B orizon.
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Plate 11. Stock trampling along river bank.
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5. STUDY METHODOLOGY

This cultueal heritage study has. included the following compeonents:

e A& NSW DECC Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System site search to determine
wihether or not previousty recorded sites are present on the propesal area and to give consideration to
the type of sites known. fo be present within the local arca.

* A review of Non-Indigenous heritage databases.

s A review of local and regional archacologieal reports and other relevant documents in order to provide
a contextual framework to the study and heritage management process.

& review of impacts relatimg to the propasal aimed at determining the potential nature and extent of
impacts to any potential Aboeriginal objects and Non-Indigeneus heritage items which may be present.

* A& comprehensive field swrvey of the propesal area aimed at locating Aboriginal objects and Non-
Indiigenous heritage items, recording survey coverage data and assessing the archacological potential
of the tandforms present.

s Doemmentation of survey results.

e Amamalysis of survey results.

* A site significance assessment.

e The formulation of maragement recomnendations emsuing from the above.
5.1 Literaiure Review

Backgroumd. researeh has been eonducted to determine if known Aboriginal heritage sites are located in the
proposal area and to assist in the construction of a relevant model of site type and location.

The followimg imformation sourees were accessed for this study:

O NSW DECC Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System
0  Relevamt archacological reports. held in the NSW DECC Cultural Heritage Unit
O Mapping provided by the preponent

5.2 Field. Survey and Methodology
Field work was undertaken in November 2008.

The field survey was designed to encompass all arcas of proposed impacts, and inelusive of the proposed
increased. inumdation area (Figure 2}, works area as mapped in Figure 3 and the eulvert sifes (Figure 8). Field
survey enfailed a foot survey and was undertaken by five people; the survey coverage achieved was
accordingly intensive. Survey eoverage is described in Section & of this report.

The field suevey was aimed af locating Aboriginal objects amd Non-lndigenous heritage items. An assessment
was also made of prior land disturbance, survey coverage variables (ground exposure and archacelogical
visibility} amd the potential archiaeological sensitivity of the land.

The approach to recording artefacts located onm the groumd in the current study has been a ‘nonsite”
methodology: the elementary unif secorded is an artefact rather than a site (¢f Dunnell 1993; Shott 1995). The
rationale behind this approach: is that artefacts may be directly observed however ‘sites” are a construction
within am inferpretative process. Given that it can be expected that full archacological visibility will not be
encountered. during the survey the process of idemtifying site boundaries (if they exist at all) will not be
possible.
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However, it can be expected that artefacts will be distributed across the proposal area in a virtual continuum
albeit it varying density. Therefore im respeet ef stone artefaet distribution the notion of site ts itself a
meaningless coneept and cannof encompass or reflect the actual distributien of artefacts across the landscape.
Given that artefacts are continuous in distribution and not discrete “site’ occurrences artefact distribution is
better coneeptualised in continwous terms.

The density and mature of the ariefaet distribution will vary across the landscape in accordance with a srumber
of behavioural factors which resulted in artefact discard. While cultural factors will have informed the nature of
land use, amd the resultant arfefact discard, emvirommental variables are those which can be wutilised
archaeolegically in order to amalyse the variability in artefact density and nature across the landscape.
Accordingly in this study while the artefact is the elementary unit recorded it is the Survey Unit which is
utilised as a framework of recording and amalysis (Wandsnider and Camilli 1992). The study area has been
divided it & number of Survey Units each of which have been defined on the basis of a combination ef
environmental variables including landform element, gradient and aspect.

The field swrwey entailed a foot survey and was comprehensive. The survey methodelogy entailed walking
parallel treamsects across individual Survey Units. This methodelogy enabled direct visual inspection of as much
of the ground sueface of each Survey Unit as practicable. Generally ground exposures were minimal in area
(size) although present in innumerable instances as bare earth patches, animal tracks and erosional features.

Except for erosional features which provided a view of a deep soil prelife, in the majority of Servey Units
archaeological visibility in ground exposures was assessed to be very low to negligible. This assessment is
based om a censideration of the geomorphological processes in the landforms encountered which generally
resulted im either aggraded or eroded contexts. Aecordingly the poiential archacologieal soil profile was wsually

predicted fo be either buried af a depth generally deeper than that of the ground exposures, or conversely to be
absent as a result of erosional processes.

The field reeording and mapping has been conducted using a mebile GIS system. The location of Indigenous
and Non-Indigemous locales and Survey Units has been made using ArcGI1S software and a Trimble GPS. The
field data has been recorded in a pumber of Microsoft Aceess databases formulated specifically for the current
project. Theee separate forms were used for recording Survey Unit data, Aboriginal Objeet data and Historical
features data. The data collected forms the basis for the documentation of survey results owtlined in Section 9.
The variables recorded are defined below:

Survey Umit ¥Variables

Landscape variables utilised are: conventional categories taken from the Awstralian Soil and Land Swrvey Field
Handboak (MeBDonald et. al 1998)%

Landforms elements: (measuring 40 m or morse across: slope and position in a toposeguence are key attributes
Landformi mroepholegical type is the primary basis for defining Swrvey Unit boundaries. The following
landforny elements were recorded:

Morphological type:

O Crest — element that stands above all or almost all points in the adjacent terrain — smoothly convex upwards in
downslope profile. The margin is at the limit of ebserved curvature,

O Simple slope: - element adjacent belew crest or flat and adjacent above a flat or depression.
O Flat: - planar clement, weither erest or depression and is level or very gently inelined.

O Open depression: - extends at same elevation or lower beyond locality where it s observed.

Slope class awd valwe:

O Level ©-1%.
Wery gentle 1 - 3%,
Gentle 3 - 10%,
Moderate 10 — 32%.
Steep 32 - 56%.

0 0O0O0
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Geology

The type of geology was recorded and as well the abundance of rock owicrop — ay defined below. The level of
visual interfierence from background quartz shatter was noted.

O No roek outcrop — no bedrock exposed.
Very shghtly rocky - <2%: bedrock exposed.
Shightly rocky — 2-10% bedroek exposed.
Reeky — 10-20 % bedroek exposed.

Very rocky — 20-5-% bedrock exposed.
Reekland - >50% bedroek exposed.

000 O0O0

Soil
Soil type amd depth was recorded. The potential for soil to contain subsurface archacological deposit (based on
depth) was recarded as Low, Moderate or High.
Geomorphological processes
The followimg gradational categories were recorded:
O  eroded
O  eroded or aggraded
O  agpraded
Geomorphological agents
The following geamorphological agents were recorded:
O geanay: collapse or particle fall
O  preeipitation: creep, landstide; sheet flow
O stream flow: channelled ar inchaunelled
O wind

O bigtogical: human, nonhunan
Survey coverage variables were alse recorded; these are described further below in Section 9.

The archacological sensitivity of each Survey Unit was defined according to assessed artefact density as either
very low, bow, low/moderate or moderate.

Aboriginal Gbject Recording
For the purposes of defining the artefaet distribution in space it has been labeled as a locale (eg. Survey Unit
l/Locale: 1} The area in which artefact have been observed has been noted and if relevant a broader area

encompassiag both visible and predicted subsurface artefacts kas been defined.

Artefact demsity ras been defined in arbitrary categories as follows;

O Wery low: <1 arkefact per square melrc;

O Low: between 1 and 10 artefacts per square metre;
O Tow'moderate: between 11 and 3(r artefacts per square metre;
O  Modeeate: between 31 and 50 artefacts per square metre.

In addition. to recording artefact density a general deseription of the artefact types observed is noted.
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6. LANDSECAPE CONTEXT

A consideration of the landscape is necessary in archacological work in order to characterise and predict the
nature of &boriginal occupation acress the land (NPWS 1997). In Abariginal society landseape could be both
the embadiment of Ancestral Beings and the basis of a social geography and ecomomic and technelogical
endeavour. The various features and elements of the landscape are/were physiecal places that are known and
understoad within the context of social and cultural practice.

Given that the watural resources that Aboriginal people harvested and ufilised were net evenly distributed
across landseapes Aboriginal oceupation and the archaeological manifestations of that occwpation will not be
uniform across space. Therefore, the examination of the environmental context of a study arca is valuable for
predicting the type and nature of archacological sites which might be expected to eoecwr. Factors which
typically imfarm the archacological potential of a kandform include the presence or absence of water, amimal
and plant foods, stone and other resources, the nature of the terrain and the cultural meaning associated with a
place.

Additionally, geomerphological and humanly activated processes need to be defined as these will influence the
degree ter which archaeological sites may be visible and/or conserved. Land which is heavily grassed will
prevent the deteetion of archacological material while fand which has suffered disturbance may no longer retain
artefacts or stratified deposits. 4 consideration of such factors is necessary in formulating site significance and
mitigation and management recommendations.

The followimg sections provide information in regard to the landseape context of the study area.
6.1 Topography, geology, geomerphology and vegetation

The Yass Diam ts situated on the eastern outskirts of Yass on the Southern Tablelands of New South Wales; the
area is part of the Eastern Uplands of southeastern Australia (Jemmings and Mabbutt 1977). The Eastern
Uplands consists of a wide plateau which extends from the coastal escarpment on the east, to the slopes of its
western side. The landscape has bow relative relief, lies generally below 600m altitude and slopes generally less
that 5% with about 20% of the area contains steeper hills and ranges. The arca has a strongly scasonal thermal
climate (Jenmimgs and Mabbutt 1977).

The oldest rocks in the local area are volcanics associated with the Douro Group, mamely the Hawkins
Volcanics, deposited during the mid Silurian (approx 420 mya} (Branagan and Packham 2000). The Hawkins
Volcanics are dominated by welded rhyodacitic ignimbrites, which formed as a result of explosive volcanism
within a tervestrial environment. This group of rocks covers a wide area, extending from south of Canberra and
northwards to Dubbo and form part of the Yass-Cewra Zone.

The topogeaphic context of the dam area ts shown on Figure 4. The upstream culvert sites inspected durimg this
assessment are located further to the east and are shown on Figure 8. The topography within the proposal area
is comprised. of generally low, relling hills dissected by deeply inersed streams including the Yass River. The
landformr elements located within the zones of proposed impact include low erests, simple slopes and drainage
depressioms. (Plate 2).

The donmiment soils are red and yellow pedzolic lithosols on erests and hillslopes, and red and yellow earths in
valleys (Wasson e, al 1998). As discussed earlier in Section 4 seils within the proposal area are eroded as a
result of & long history of European land usage. This has significant ramifications in regard to the stability and
integrity or otherwise of artefact bearing soil fermations in the propesal area both on erests and within valleys.
Soils within valleys are both alluvial and colluvial and while undoubtedly disturbed are of significant depth. In
areas adfacent to drainage lines Post Settlement Alluvium is likely to be present above the original, eroded land
surface (see Plate 11).

Prior to European land clearance the propesal area would have been covered with woodkand tree species and
can accordingly be eharactertsed as a woodland resouree zone. The local area possesses moderate biodiversity
and the Yass River itself is likely to have provided Aboriginal people with reasonably reliable and abundant
water and a vartety of aquatic fauna. The riverine environment is Jikely to have been wtilised by people on
regular hasis, The propesal area is ewrrently utilised for the grazing of livestock. The dominant vegetation is
mixed native-exotic pasture. Euealypts are present as isolated paddock trees and ececasionally along the river
banks.
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Figure 4. Tapographic context of the Yass Dam (Yass 1:50,000 topographic map).
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7. ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT

7.1 Social geography

On the basis of archaeological research it is known that Aboriginal people have occupied Austrakia for at least
40,000 yeaes and possibly as lorg as 60,000 years (Mulvancy and Kamminga 1999: 2). By 35,000 yvears before
present (BF} all major envirormental zones in Awstralia, including periglacial environments of Tasmania, were
occupied. {Mulvaney and Kamminga 1999:114).

Radio carbom dating of cultural deposits from the Willandra Lakes, in western NSW, indicates eccupation ef’
that area. for mare than 30,000 years. Human occupation of south east NSW dates from at least 20,000 years
ago as evideneed by dated sites including Burrill Lake (Lampert 1971} and two sites near Buchan in Victoria;
Cloggs Cave (Flood 1980) and New Guinea 2 (Ossa et ol 1995). The Bulee Brook 2 site in the south coast
hinterland eanges, excavated by Boot (1994) provides evidence that oceupation of this zene had oeccurred by at
least 18,000} years ago. Pleistocene occupation sites are however few with the majority of recorded sites datimg
from the miid fo late Holocene. It is mevertheless reasonable to assume that the Yass area was occupied and
utilised by &boriginal people front the late Pleistocene onwards.

At the time of carly occupation Awstralia experienced moderate temperatures. However, between 25,000 and
12,000 years. BP (a period called the Last Glacial Maximum} dry and either intensely hot or cold temperatures
prevailed. over the continent (Mulvaney and Kamminga 1999 114). At this time the mean monthly
temperatures on land were 6-10°C lower; in southeen Australia coldness, drought and winds acted to ehange the
vegetation strueture from forests to grass and shrublands (Mulvaney and Kamminga 1999: 115-116).

During the Last Glacial Maximum at about 24-22, 000 years ago, sea levels fell to about 130 metres below
present levels and accordingly, the continent was correspondingly larger. With the cessation of glacial
conditions, temperatures rose with a eoncomitant eise in sca kevels. By ca. 6000 BP sea levels had more or less
stabilised te their current position. With the chamges in climate during the Holocene Aboriginal occupants had
to deal mot emlty with reduced lamdmass, but changing hydrolegical systems and vegetation; forests again
inhabited. the grass and shrublands of the Late Glacial Maximum. As Mulvaney and Kamminga (1999: 120)
have remarked:

Welren humans arrived on Sahul's shores and dispersed across the continent, they faced a
comtinual series of emvirommental challenges that persisted throughout the Pleistocene.
The adaptability and endurance in colonising Salul is one of humankinds® inspiring

eprfes.

Arguably it is this recognition within the archaeological eommunity, as well as other factors, which eontributed
to the primary focus of researelt in Australia throughout the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s which examined the
relationship: berween Aboriginal people and their eavironment amd the mechanisms of adaptation in what was
apparently @ land ef harsh conditions and scanty. or at best seasonal resources. The bulk of archacelogical
research that has been undertaken in the regiom of the south west slopes and western plains has been focused on
examining these issues.

Prior to the 1960s most archacological research was aimed at defining change in the archacelogical record; this
was befare direct dating techmigues became available and accordingly the issue of time was handled by
identifying differences in archaeological materials m archaeolegical depesit — specific artefacts in different
layers of deposits were used to defime different cultural periods. With the application of direct datimg
techniques in 1960s research shifted away frem the use of artefacts for defining different time periods, towards
seeking to explain the nature of different artefacts and assemblages of artefacts and food remains in terms of
adaptation fo the environment. The 1960s also saw a shift towards the use of explicit scientific methods of
reasoning in. arehaeclogical practice. This impetus influenced archaeologists to focus on research topies which
were believed to be answerable within a scientific methodology. Topics dealing with subsistenee, technology
and enviremmental adaptation were addressed. The following section eutlines research conducted within the
region,

Witter ( 1980) constructed a model of site distribution for the arca situated berween Canberra and Dalton. He
argued that large lowland camps were found exclusively in river valleys or gently slopimg land while medium
sized lowlamd camps were found mainly on escarpments and saddles. Witter (1980) suggested that mid te late
Holocene cecupation of the ares was focused around both tributary and major stream valleys. He argued that
seasonal mevement entailed oeeupation of the tributary valleys and lower slopes during winter in order to be
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above cold air drainage but below cooler elevations. Additionally these locations would have provided reliable
water and (e expledtation of a diversity of resowree zones. During summer the larger valley bottems and higher
elevated zones would have been used.

Witter (1980) constructed two models of Holocene adaptation which he termed Riverine Oriented and Platean
Oriented. Wiiter (1980) defined the Riverine model as a subsistence regime based on the semi-arid plains
which was focused on the exploitation of aquatie plants such as. Typha and Triglochia and animals such as fish
and crustacez. This economy was foeused on the plains woedlands close to major rivers with seasonal usage of
semi-arid. amd dry temperate uplands, Witter (1980} defined the Plateau subsistence regime as based en Acacia
as a vegetable staple. This economy was foeused on ridges slopes and flats, however with camp sites tethered
to water.

Pearson (1981) completed a regionally based imvestigation of Abariginal amd early Furopean settlement
patterns iw the Upper Macquarie River region. He excavated three rock shelters which revealed Aboriginal
occupation ef the area dating from 7000 years BP. Pearson characterised Aboriginal site patterning as follows;

= Aboriginal sites were strongly related to water sources. Distance to water varied from 10 to 500 m and
gengrally the average distance to water decreased as site size increased.

= Sites were located on hilly and undulating landforms rather than on river flats or the banks of
waicrways. However, the regional incidence of landform variation biased this samgple;

= Site location was influenced by good drainage and views over water course and river flats;

= RKost sites were located in open woodland contexts with smaller numbers beimg present in grassland or
farest contexts;

=  Busial sites and grinding grooves were situated close to habitation areas;

= Ceremonial sites were: located away froni habitation areas;

= Sfeme arrangements were located away from eampsites in isolated places; they are associated with
stall hills and knolls or flat kand;

= Quarery sites were located were suitable sources were present and reasonably accessible.

Based oni an. exploration of early historical material Pearson (1981) argued that the region was inhabited by a
small number of clan groups. each of which comprised of 80 to 150 people. These larger groupimgs were
divided irfo smmaller ‘daily” units of up to 20 people. Pearson (1981) suggests that the “daily” units made short
moves befween camp sites which resulted in etongated site formation such as continuous artefact scatters along
creeks. Pearson presented ethnographie evidenee which suggested that eamp sites were not used for longer than
three nights and that large sites therefore probably represented aceumulations of short term visits,

Pearson (1981 also considered. the issue of the reliance upon food staples. He argued that rather than a reliance
of a singular food type, a wider based econromy was practised with the implication that such a non-specialised
economy would probably mot have been affected by periodic shortfalls in certain foods amd that human
movement would have been similarly unattected.

According te Witter and Hughes (1983), the low hill areas of the Lachlan catchment contained sites which are
generally situated on valley flamks. They have noted that sites are widely distributed with a higher frequency of
sites situated alomg water course than in less well drained areas away from creeks and rivers. They pesited a
model suggesting that the ecomomic focus was within major streams and valleys with oceasional usage of the
dryer inland. zemes. Witter and Hughes (1983) suggested that during dry periods occupation was confined to
major streany valleys and that in wetter times peeple would have moved along temporarily watered headwater
streams andl omto plateau areas.

White (1986) conducted a general study of the Wiradjuru in which the Witter model (as outlined above) was
applied. White (1986) however, explored the basic notions of Riverine and Plateau further, emphasizing the
regional division by stressing the comparative importance of less seasonally influenced terrestrial hunting in the
cast. In the Western Slopes region riverine plains . .interfinger with the higher land”, and White argwed that
the econamiy in such country probably consisted of an annual regime which was dependant on the use of both
riverine and plateau environments.

The Yassregion was occupied by Aborigimal speakers of at least two languages, Wiradjuri and Ngunawal. G.A.
Robinson (in Mackarness 1941) noted that the people of Yass were called Onerwal [Ngonawal] (White and
Cane 1986}. The proposal area is located within the current boundaries of the Onerwal Local Aboriginal land
Council. White and Cane (1986} provide a review of traditional Aboriginal life in the area; it is net repeated
here.
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However Aboriginal life throughout the period of European oceupation is of relevance to this study given the
proximity off compenents of the: impact arca to Aberiginal kate 19™ century and 20™ century own eamps. As
noted by White and Cane (1986}, during the period of European occupation Aberiginal society changed from
autonomy and ecenomic indepemdence to both economic dependence on, and enforced settlement by, the
European settlers. It ts possibly the later situation which is now most recalled by Aboriginal people who were
cither direetty affected, or now remembered on behalf of earlicr generations; the local Back's camps and
reserves i Yass, and elsewhere, are now focal places in the memory of these times.

White and Cane (1986) have defined three phases of this histery, the latest which will be elaborated below,
being the period of enforced movements and eventual dispersal between 1885 and 1955, Prior to this period
and when Europeans began to eecupy the distriet, Aboriginal people moved scasonally between an autonomous
economic peactice based on hunting, fishimg and so on, and engagement with the seftler society whereby
European foodstuffs were obtaimed: it s probable that during that time Furopeans and Aborigines forged a
mutually beneficial relationship entailing amongst other things, the exchange of labour, foods and pretection.
While engaging with settler soeiety this practice was done so largely on their own terms. From 1851 Reserves
of land wese set aside for Abariginal people howewver these arcas were avoided as they favoured living omn
stations loeated im their own country or the outskirts of towns such as Yass (White and Cane 1986).

White and Cane (1986) note that reports in the Yass Courier of 1857 and 1858 refer to the Blacks Camp which
may refer e the same Yass River Camp used later in the 19" century and carlier 20" century. With the passing
of the Robertson Land Acts in 1861, closer settlement by small-scale free selectors reduced the capacity for
Aborigimal peoaple to maintain their occupation of country. However from this time Aboriginal people began to
acquire their own parcels of land by purchase or gazettal, and to farm it.

By the 1880s the European commumify began to demand that Aberiginal people around the town should be
controlled. A& parcel of land mieasuring 6 2 acres at Oak Hill near the water works was set aside. With timber
and iron previded by the Aborigines Protection Board 13 houses were built in 1888. One year later the land
arca of Oak Hill was reduced #o 2 % acres. The follewing year 2 42 was returned o the reserve (White and Cane
1986). By 1890 78 people were recorded as living at this site in 12 houses and four bark huts,

Similarly te earlier times the ocewpation of the Ouk Hill site was mutually beneficial to both Aborignes and
Europeans. Aboriginal people were able to have ready access to the town economy, centinue to live in family
groups while beimg separate from whites, and work within the local ecenomy; en the other hand Europeans
were happy to have Aborigines away from town but close erough to have access to Aboriginal labour (White
and Cane: 1986).

However i 1899 pressure mounted fo remove the Aberigimal people from Yass. Inducements to enceurage
people to mrove fo other reserves failed and by 1909 the Edgerton site, located 20 kilometres from Yass, was
selected by the Aborigines Protection Board. While some people moved to Edgerton, others petitioned to
remain af €ak Hill. This request was refused and the North Y ass siic was revoked. By 1916 however Edgerton
was abandoned with the people having moved back into Yass and camped at Yass Junction with the men
working em railway works (White and Cane 1986). People moved back to Oak Hill and at a location at the
bottom of the kill called The Recks on the Yass River (White and Cane 1986).

This peried. until 1930, continued to be one of great difficulty for Aboriginal people, both elsewhere in the state
but specifically at Yass (White and Cane 1986). It was during this time that children were removed from their
families; between 1900 and 1915 fifteen children were removed from Aboriginal families in Yass. With the
proposal to eomstruct water works at Oak Hill at around 1925 Aboriginal people were again asked to leave the
site. A new reserve was established in an attempt fo remove people. This site known as Hollvweood s located
south of Yass mear the cemetery; in 1834 people were moved to the new site, although one or two families
remained. at Oak Hill.

The Hollkywood site was a failure from many pednts of view and by 1840 Aborigines had begun to return to
North Yass; this was objected fo by whites. However the situation for the remaining families at Hollywood was
becoming wntenable also due fo the recognition of its inadequate situation (White and Cane 1986}). Thereafter a
period of resettlement including placing people in a limited number of houses in the town and meovement to
other reserves located well away from Yass began; Oak Hill also eontinued to be oceupied.

7.2 Previously Recorded Sites

Two searehes of the NSW DECC Abeoriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) have been
conducted:
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e Site search AHIMS #23821 encompasses the Yass dam and inundation area. A total of 33 registered
Aboriginagl are listed in this search (noting however two site duplications: #51-4-0030 and #51-4-0038
are both site Y23; similacly it is believed that #51-4-0044 and 51-4-0001 are both the Oak Hill site).
These previous site recordimgs are not situated within the proposed impaet areas. Two site recordings
are kowever located im close proximity to the dam wall and accordingly have the potential to be
impacted as a result of censtruction activities. These sites are discussed further below.

It s also noted that the Oak Hill Camp site (#51-1-0044), is now an Aberiginal Place, although the
AHIRS site search does mot indicate this new status. It is also moted that The Bell family (Buru
Ngmmawal Aboriginal Corporation) are currently seeking in an Aboriginal Place nomination for the
area situated on the east side of the dam wall, encompassed by what they call the old black’s camp.

e Site search AHIMS #2Z3822 encompasses the area upstream of the dam including the four culvert
areas. One Aboriginal object is listed in this search; its location is away from the four areas of
proposed impact.

A list of previous site recordings from beth site searches is sef out in Table 1.

The AHIMS register enly includes sites which have been reported to NSW DECC. Accerdingly, this search
cannot be considered to be an actual or exhaustive inventory of Aboriginal sites situated within the local area.
Generally, sites are only recorded duwring targeted surveys wadertaken in either development or research
contexts. It can be expected that additional sites will be present within the local area but that to date they have
not been reeorded and/or reported to NSW DECC.

Common sites seeorded in the region inchude stone artefacts described as either isolated finds, open artefact
scatters or camp sites. The disteibution of each site type is related to variance in topography and ground surface
geology. Rare site types include rock shelter, scarred trees, quarry and procurement sites, burials, stone
arrangenrents, carved trees and traditional story or other ceremonial places.

Sites located. in close proximity fo proposed impact arcas and considered to be significant to the Aboriginal
community are eescribed below:

e Site #51-1-0043 Riverside Camp

This site is located on the east side of the Yass River to the east of the Yass Dam wall. It was recorded
in 1995 by Phil Boot and fs described as being located on a flat rocky knell overlooking the Yass
River.

The site is known locally as the Blacks Camp (Ruth Bell pers. comm. 27/11/08). Boot (source: site
card) deseribed the site as comprised of & group of hut platforms/meounds which date to late 1800s.
The: area was oecupied by Aboriginal people umtil the early 1900s and huts were construeted of timber
andl iron. Aboriginal burials are alse believed to be presest in the area.

Following discussions with the proponent all proposed impacts relating the construction works area
will row be located away from the east side of the river. This site will not be impacted as a result of
thie proposal.

o Site #51-1-0044 Oak Hilf Camp

This site is located om the west side of the Yass River and at some distance fram the dam wall (e.
900m) im the vicinity of the Yass Water Works. The site has been recorded on numerous occasions
during the past 32 years imcluding the eriginal site card recording: 1976, Sullivan (1982}, Koettig
(1986} during an assessmenf relating to proposed water supply works, White and Cane (1986), Black
Meuntain Projects:1995 and. Boot: 1995 (see AHIMS site card).

Similarly to the Riverside Camp, the Oak Hill camp is loeated on a ridge erest and is comprised of hut
platforms and grave sifes (the history of occupation of ©ak Hill is described belew). Bones,
subsequently reported as these of Abariginal child, were found at the site in the early 1920s during the
canstruetion of the waterworks (White and Cane 1986). The site has been deseribed by a local resident
isec: White and Cane [986: 54) as a major burial site and Aberiginal people interviewed in 1986 by
White and Cane provided more detailed and specific information.
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ATl proposed impacts associated with the proposal are located away from this site. This site will not
e impacted as a result of the propesal.

Site ID Name ting northing Site Type recorder
51-1-004¥ Riverside Camp: GTSR00 6142750 Mound (oven) Boot - 1995
51-1-0044 Oak Hill Camp 675700 6144200 Mound (aven) Boot - 1995
51-4-0061 Ashby 675671 6143972 Burial Sullivan - 1982
51-4-0064 Kimgston - Y3 679390 6142550 Open camp site Silcox - 1983
51-4-0005 Kimgston - Y4 GTER00 6142833 Open camp site Silcox - 1983
51-4-0066. Willow - Y5 678100 6144000 Open camp site Silcox - 1983
51-4-0067 Willow - Y6 677760 6144050 Open camp site Silcox - 1983
51-4-0011 Y13 — Yass GTTEON 6140850 Open camp site Silcox - 1985
51-4-0012 Y12 - Yass Bypass. 6TR050 6141300 Open camp site Silcox - 1985
51-4-0013 Y11 - Yass Bypass Route 678650 6143950 Open camp site Silcox - 1985
51-4-0015 Cooma Cottage 678100 61 40260 Contact, mission Mackay - 1986
51-4-001% Yellow Creck Road - Y14 675910 6144180 Open camp site Kocttig - 1986
51-4-00Z0 Yellow Creek Road - Y15 GTFRE0 6144130 Open camp site Kaoettig - 1986
51-4-0021 Yellow Creek Road - Y16: 675600 6144000 Open camp site Koettig - 1986
51-4-0022 Yellow Creek Road - Y17 675610 6143990 Open camp site Kocitig - 1986
51-4-0023 Yellow Creek Road - Y18 675620 6143900 Open camp site Koettig - 1986
51-4-003¢ Y23 6861100 6138200 Open camp site Silcox - 1993
51-4-0046 Edgerton Reserve Cemetery 675900 6145000 Burial Howe-Picning 1998
51-4-006F EY-Al 676045 140780 Open camp site Dearling - 2003
51-4-0068 YEE 1 675488 6144599 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-0069 YEE 2 675414 6144614 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-007¢ YCE 3 675392 6144647 Open camp sike Thompson
51-4-0071 YCE 4 675173 6144526 Open camp site Thompsan
51-4-0072 YEE 5 675186 6144530 Open camp site Thompsan
51-4-0073 YCE 6 675281 6144628 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-0074 YEE 7 675358 6144663 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-0083 YCE 8 675150 (144685 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-0084 YEE 9 675204 6144722 Open camp site Thompson
51-4-0182 PAD East Yass 676040 6143600 PAD Sauvnders
51-5-0039% Y21 686050 6138250 Open camp site Silcox - 1988
51-5-0040: Y19 679650 6140150 Open camp site Silcox - 1988
51-5-0041 Y20 GREN00O (138450 Open camp site Silcox - 1988
51-5-0042 Sandy Vale 693900 6132000 Open camp site Packard

Table 1. AHINS sites listed in search area,

The following discussion in Section 7.3 will present a review of previous archaeological work in the region for
the purposes of producing a predictive model of site type and location relevant to the study area.

7.3 Archagalogy — The local are:.

A number of studies have been undertaken in the Yass area primarily in response to statutory requirements for
environmiental impact assessment. The following discussion includes a review of archacological work and its
results condueted within the regional area.

Packard (1984) conducted an investigation of the association of Aboriginal archacological sites with modern
areas of salimisation and salt scalding in the Yass River Basin. Of the 61 known salting sites, 35 were included
in the analiysis. Site location was found to range in elevation from 560 m-755 m asl, slope gradient less than 5°
and most off the sites had northiwest, nerth or easterly aspects (Packard 1984:50). A wide ramge of artefact and
stone types was found at most of the sites, suggesting that a range of activities had been carried out (Packard
1984:54).
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Witter (1980) surveyed a propesed nratural gas pipeline route from Dalton to Canberra. The survey erossed the
Yass River and hilly country in the centre of the Upper Yass River catchment. Witter recorded 11 open
campsites and 32 isolated finds. The majority of artefacts were comprised of quartz. Witter (1981)
subsequently exeavated one site amd colleeted a total of 400 artefacts from six others. Backed blades were a
prominent efement in these collections. Silerete was the prineipal raw material. Other raw materials included
felsite, veleanics and quartz. Witter (1981:46) concluded that quartz was probably the predominant stone type
utilised im the region.

Koettig and Sileox (1983) surveyed the route of the proposed freeway bypass north and cast of Yass. Eight
artefact scatters and 50 isolated finds were found within the 14 km x 200 m survey arca. Seven of the sifes were
located on kow ridges and slapes and one om creck flats. All of the sites were found within 200 m of a
watercourse,

In 1985 Sikcex and Koettig surveyed the route of the proposed altermate Yass bypass, together with the
proposed. Barfom Highway extemsion. The survey located three surface and two subsurface artefact scatters and
six isolated finds. Eighty percent of the sites were situated on ridgeline slopes or erests within 200 m of erecks.
Surface artefact densities ranged from 1/30° to 1/40m’”. Subsurface densities averaged 18/m”. Ninmety percent of
the artefacts were unmodified flakes and flaked preces; quartz was the dominant raw material.

Silcox amd Koettig (1988) subsequently carried out a survey and test excavations within a 6 km propesed
alternative route for the Barton Highway extension at Yass. Five isolated finds and a surface seatter of =150
artefacts were recorded during the survey, with two additional sites located during subsurface testing. One site
vielded 21 astefacts from a series. of fen test pits. Artefacts comprised flakes, flaked pieces, cores and a backed
blade. Fifey sewen percent of the artefacts were of silerete. Ofher raw materials recorded were quartz, indurated
mudstone, volcanic and chert.

Witter and Hughes (1983) began a survey of transiission limes from Wagga Wagga to Yass. The survey was
completed by Packard and Hughes {1983). Two "and systems” were identified in the study arca: gently rolling
hills, largely eleared of timber, and major stream valleys. Archaeologieal sites were rare in the hills and
occurred mainty in areas close to major valleys. The initial survey loeated four Aboriginal sites, 13 isolated
finds and a pessible Aboriginal searred tree. Packard and Hughes (1983} recorded five small artefact scatters,
eight isolated finds and two possible Aboriginal scarred trees, Artefactual material was principally debitage.
Quartz was the most common: lithic material, with negligible pereentages of aeid volcanies and chert.  Sites
were located mainly in ploughed paddocks near creeks.

Koettig (1986a) investigated a. proposed water pipeline route between Bowning and Yass and located two small
artefact scatters and two Aborigimal scarred trees near Derringullen Creek. Subsequent subsurface testimg at
Derringullen Creek located a low density subsurface archacological deposit (Koettig 1986b).

During @ suevey of a proposed fibre aptic cable route between Cootamundra, NSW, and Hall, ACT, Kuskic
(1992) loeated a small artefact scatter em a broad elevated terrace on the southern side of the Yass River, The
site comprised a retouched chert flake, a chert flaked piece and a broken acid volcanic flake.

An Aboriginal burial site associated with the Oak Hill camp was investigated by Sullivan (1982), Koettig
(1986¢) and White and Cane (1986). The investigations concluded that the site is an important historical
Aboriginal burial place and recommended that it be protected from amy further disturbance. Koettig (1986¢)
recommended further investigation. Koettig's (1986¢) study area also included arcas cast of Coolalic Road and
west of Yellow Creek Road. Five very small artefict scatters and twe isolated finds were recorded on knolls,
spurs, slopes and ereek banks. Broken flakes were the most commonty recorded artefact. Bipolar cores were
also present. Primcipal raw materials were silerete and quartz.

Saunders (2000) recorded an Aboriginal open campsite of eight stone artefacts located by Ngunawal ACT and
District Abariginal Council of Elders Assoctation monitors in the Powertel fibre optic cable easement
approximately 20m south of the Yass River and 200m north of Yass River Road, northwest of Gundaroo.
Saunders alkso recorded an Aboriginal artefact scatter located by Ngunawal ACT and District Aberiginal
Council of Elders Association menitors 50m north of Dalton Open Camp Site (NPWS Site 51-5-003). The
monitors. collected 50 stone artefacts from the site.
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Navin Officer Heritage Consultanés (2001) investigated the site of the Yass substation located in an area of low
gradient shopes, drainage lines and alluvial flats along the middle reaches of Booroo Ponds Creek. A small low
density arfefact scatier was located along a spur crest. The scaticr comprised three flakes and a flaked picce.
Raw materials were volcanic, silerete and chert. The spur crest in the vicinity of the exposed artefacts was
considered to have archaeological potential.

Jo McDomald €ultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2003} undertook a survey of the Gunning Wind Farm,
situated om the Cullerin Range. The Guaninmg Wind Farm propesal area consists of range erest and valley
topography elevated at 840 meters (asl). Four sites containing stone artefact scatters and three iselated artefacts
were recorded across the proposal area (Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd 2003). One of the
scatters was. identified as a quartz quarry; blocky quartz was found to outcrop at the site. The majority of
recorded artefacts were identified as quartz, however, quartzite, silcrete and red agate was also recorded. Steep
hill tops were considercd to be of low archacologieal potential, while clevated contexts close to water were
considered te be of higher sensifivity.

Austral Archaeotogy Pty Ltd (2005) conducted a program of subswrface test excavation at the proposed
Gunning Wind farm site. The works entailed grader serapes and no artefacts were recovered.

Dibden (2006z) recorded nine laeales containing stone artefacts during an assessment of the proposed Conroys
Gap Wind farm located to the south of Yass. Artefact density calculations based on surface indicaters indicate
that all artefaect locales contain low denmsity artefact distributions. The Survey Units present in the study area
were each assessed to be of low or very low archacological potential based on various factors including nature
of the topogeaplry, steep gradients and. the distance from reliable water.

Dibden (2(06b) recorded four locales containing stone artefacts were recorded during the study of the propesed
Cullerin Wind Farm, situated moeth of Yass.

Austral Arehacotogy Pry Lid (2008} surveyed a transmission line associated with the Gunning Wind farm and a
number of othier small discrete impact propesals. 25 sites were recorded defined as 13 open artefacts scafters, 9
isolated fimds. two areas of PAD and a scarred tree. The majority of finds were located on ridgetops which
Austral Arehacology Pty Ltd (2008) suggest reflects the use of these landforms for vantage points and
movement through country. Austral Archacology Pty Ltd (2008) argued that the diversity of the raw materials,
lack of cemteined artefacts and retated materials found n proximity suggested sporadic wse over a lomg time
rather than focused activities which might be expeeted to have taken place in more permament habitation site.

Based oni the above review and a censideration of the elevation, geology, hydrology and topegraphy of the
study area the type of sites known to occur in the region and the potential for their presence within the study
area are listed #s follows.

7.4 Predictive Model of Site Type and Location

Stone artefact scatter sites are in the most common site type found within the region. As reviewed above larger
sites are fownd in areas adjacent to rivers. in valley flanks, and on elevated landforms above the flats and banks
along watee ways. The proposed impaets relating ta the proposal are all located within the drainage depression
of the Yass River either on flats, banks or the lower sections of slopes. These areas are not known to be
archaeologically sensitive. Furthermeore given previous impacts relatimg to European land wsage the impact
arcas are creded.

The type of sites known to oceuwr in. the region and the petential for their presence within the study area are
listed as follows:

Stone Artefacts

Stone artefaets are found either on the ground surfice and/or in subsurface contexts. The raw materials used
for artefaet manufacture in the loeal arca will commonly be sitcrete, voleanics and quartz.

Stone artefacts will be widely distributed across the landscape im a virtwal comtinuum, with significant
variations im demsity in relation to different environmental factors. Artefact density and site eomplexity is
expected to-be greater near reliable water and the confluence of a number of different resouree zones.
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The majority of the proposed works areas and inundation area is situated within landforms elements which are
unlikely to: be arehacologically sensifive such as river channels, steep slopes or flats. Furthermore the majority
of landforms ase croding. Aceordingly stone artefaets are predicied to be present in low demsities only and
generally are unlikely to be in st

Grinding Greeves

Grinding grooves are found in rock surfaces and result from: the manufacture and maintenance of ground edge
tools. Grimdimg grooves are only found on sedimentary rocks such as sandstene. Given the absence of suitable
rock exposures in the study area grinding groove sites are unlikely to be present.

Rock Shelter Sites

Rock shelters sites are unlikely te be present in the study area given the absence of large vertical stone
outcrops.

Scarred and Carved Trees

Scarred and Carved trees result from either domestic or ceremonial bark removal. Carved trees associated with
burial gronmds and ether ceremonial places have been recorded in the wider region. In an Aboriginal land use
context this site type would most likely have been situated on flat or low gradient landform wnits in areas
suitable for either habitation andfor eeremonial purposes.

Bark remwowal by European people through the enfire historic period and by natural processes such as fire
blistering amd branch fall make the idenfification of scarring from a causal point of view wvery difficult.
Accordingly; given the propensity for trees fo bear scarring from natural eauses their positive identification is
impossible urless culturally specific variables such as stone hatchet cut marks or incised designs are evident
and rigoreus. criteria in regard. fa tree species/age/size and it specific characteristics in regard to regrowth is
adopted.

Nevertheless, the likelihood of trees bearing cultural searring remaining extant and in situ is low given events
such as land elcarance and bushfires. Generally searred trees will only survive if they have been carefully
protected. (such as the trees associated with Yuranigh's grave at Molong where successive generations of
European kandiolders have actively eared for them}.

The study area has been extensively eleared. While not impessible this site type is unlikely to have survived
and therefioke be extant in the study area.

Stone Quarry and Procurement Sites

A lithic quarry is the location of an exploited stone source (Hiscock & Mitchell 1993:32). Sites will only be
located where exposures of a stone type suitable for use in artefact manufacture occur.

Burials

In the Yass district traditionally Aboriginal people buried their dead in dug graves in rocky soils, usually on the
tops of stormy hills (White and Cane 1986). Other practices included the disposal of dead in caves (such as that
on the Murrumbidgee near Burrinjuek deseribed by Benmett in 1834}, hollow trees and in graves dug into
antbeds.

White and Cane (1986) note that traditional burial practices continued throughout the early period of European
occupation into the 1870s. The possibility of burials being present in the areas of proposed direct impact is low
generally.
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8. NON-INDIGENOUS HERITAGE

Historicat Coutext

The district around the Yass River was discovered by Hamilton Hume in 1821, Hume then travelled through
the area again in 1824 as part of his fameus expedition with Captain William Hovell. A government land grant
was awarded to Hume in recognition of his exploration efforts and Hume selected an arca on the Yass River in
1829 (Irwimg 1982). He later bought Cooma Cettage and 100 acres of Cornelius Brown's original 960 acre
grant. Hume (d. 1873) and his descendants lived at Cooma Cottage until at least the late 1870s. During Hume’s
lifetime thie cettage underwent numerous renovations and extensions. By the 1890s the house was in use as a
sanatorium for comsumptives. I is currently owned by the National Trust and is operated as a museum.

By the time that Hume was seffling on the Yass River there was already a substantial Ewropean settlement in
the area eamprising agriculturalists, trades people and shop keepers. Businesses had set up initially on the
southern side of the Yass River and then also on the northern side at a location known as the Mudflat. The
government suevey of the settlement took place in 1834 and a gaol and courthouse were built in 1836, which
was the same year that a post office agency was established (Irving 1982).

Yass was effectively at the Limits of Location for early settlers. The land beyond Mount Bowning was outside
the area of efficial government settlement and was. at the time charactertsed by squatier runs. On an expedition
outside the 19 eounties in 1836, Major Mitchell noted:

“F836, Oct. 27 ...we had arvived en the Murrimbidgee River, 75 mites below where the river

quitted the settled districts... | found the upper portion of this fine stream fully occupied as

ceattle stations ... "

One of the reasoms why Yass devetoped so quickly as a seftlement is that by the late 1830s it was an important
point on the main route between Sydney and Melbourne (Y DHS 2008}). In 1850 however, flooding destroyed a
number of houses and businesses, which resulted in a shift im the town centre to higher ground and a push for a
suitable beidge to be built to link the morthern and southern setilememts. Afice two attempts at bridge
construction that proved unsuecessful due to floading and so forth, the Hume Bridge was built in 1872 (Irving
1982). Withr the introduetion of the Robertson Land Aets in 1861 there was an increase in settlement in the
district. In particular there was. an increase in sheeép runs and the woel industry began to develop in earnest
(STNSW 2008).

In 1873 Yass became a municipality, affirming the town's rele as an administrative centre and stimulating
further growth in the town, ineluding comstruction of the famous court house that was designed by Colenial
Architect Fames Barnet (Irving 1982).

Despite the efforts of local residents, the railway from Sydney initially bypassed the town because of the
prohibitive cost associated with the two bridges necessary to eross and recross the Yass River. Nevertheless,
the Yass Railway Committee did have some suceess in ensurimg that the Yass Junction station was established
at a locatien. that would allow relatively easy comstruction of & branch line at a later date. The first train from
Sydney arrived at Yass Junction on the 3™ July 1876. Not one of the Yass residents went to welcome the train
due to their disgust with the faet that the town had effectively been bypassed. Efforts to build a tramline linking
the town. with the railway station began in 1878. Following many years of government lobbying a tramline was
finally opened in 1892 and upgraded to a train line in 1917, Passenger services ended in 1958 and thirty years
later the use of the line for freight alse ceased (Carlos 2008).

Merino sheep have played an important role in Yass from very early on in the history of the district. Hume
himself bred merinos and others. such as George Merriman at the Ravensworth Stud were instrumental in the
development of the wool industey. Wheat production has also played a significant role with the construction of
the first steasm mill in 1842, which was built for Hamilton Hume. Wheat was sent from the local distriet to
Sydney and exported overseas. The wheat industey was however eclipsed by the wool industry in the early
twentieth century and milling had eeased by the 1950s (STNSW 2008).
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8.1 Previeusly Recorded Sites

Searches have been conducted for previous heritage listings in and around the Yass River study area; these
searches have included all of the relevant heritage registers for items of loeal through to world sigaificance.

Details of these searches are provided below.

Australian. Heritage Database

This database comtains information about more than 20 000 natural, historic and Indigenous places.

The database includes places in:.

. the World Herifage List

. the National Heritage List

. the Commonvealth Heritage list
. the Register of the Mational Estaie

and places. wider consideration for any one of these lists. A search of this databasc (2?‘“ November 2008)
revealed that there are 32 items listed on the Register of the National Estate as beimg in the Yass area; a
summary of the search results is provided below in Table 2. The anly items listed as being present in or
adjacent the: Yass River study area are the ‘Cooma Cottage complex” and the ‘Cooma Cottage, Hardwicke and
Douro Landscape Area’. It should however be neted that Cooma Cottage is not visible from the actual

inundation. zone preposed along the river.

Heritage Item Location Register and Status

ANZ Bank Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

CBC Bank, Residence, Fences, Hitching Posts and | Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate

Stables Comur St Australia (Registered)

Comur Street Group 129-153 Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Cooma Coftage, Hardwicke and Douro Landscape | Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate

Area Hume Hwy Australia (Registered)

Cooma Coftage, Stables, Outbuildings and Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate

Surrounds Hume Hwy Australia (Registered)

Derringullen Creek Area Hume Hwy Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

F L Kelly and Campany (formery Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Grampian Street Group 24, 30 32 Grampian St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Hattons €arner Area Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

House 120 Rossi St Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate
Australia (Indicative Place)

Indigenous Prace Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australta (Indicative Place)

Kerrowgair 24 Grampian St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Linton and Garden Glebe St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Mundoonen. Nature Reserve Hume Hwy Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Police Residenee and Cells 53 Rossi 5t Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate
Australia (Registered)

Public Sehoel Group Laidlaw St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australta (Registercd)

Rathluba 32 Grampian St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)
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Heritage Item Location Register and Status

Ronnoco: 60-66 Rossi St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Rose Cotfage and Kitchen 73 Kechan St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

St Clements Anglican Church Church St Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate
Australia (Registered)

St Clements Reetory 17 Churclr St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australta (Registercd)

State Bank Rural Bank (former} Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

The Elms. 30 Grampian St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Upper Lake Burrinjuck Area Wee Jasper Yass Rd Yass, NSW, Register of the Natiomal Estate
Australia (Registered)

Westpac Bank Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Courthouse Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Courthouse Group Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Junetion Railway Station Faulder Rd Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Polree Station 51 Rossi St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Post Office Group Comur St Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australta (Registercd)

Yass Post: €¥ffice Including Hitching Posts Comur St | Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Yass Urbam Comservation Area Yass, NSW, Register of the National Estate
Australia (Registered)

Table 2. Australian Heritage Database search results.

The following is taken from the Department of Environment, Heritage, Water and the Arts website (DEHW A
2007)

Status of the Register of the National Estate - Febreary 2007

The Ausfratian Heritage Coungil can no longer add places to or remove places or a part of a place from the
Register of the National Estate (Register).

In 2006, the Environment Profection and Biodiversity Conmservation &ct 1999 (the EPBC Act), and the
Australiam Heritage Council 2003 were amended to, among other things, stop chamges to the Register.

Places may be protected under appropriate States, Territories and Local Governments heritage legislation.
Under an agreement between the Commonwealth and States and Territeries it is intended that Registered places
will be cansidered for inclusion im appropriate Commenwealth, State / Territory heritage lists.

Registered. places can be protected under the EPBC Act if they are also included in anether Commeonwealth
statutory heritage list. For example, Registered places owned or leased by the Commonwealth are protected
from any aetion likely to have & significant impact on the eavironment.

There is mo: provision in the EPBC Act for Register of the National Estate places to be transferred to the
National Heritage List or the Commenwealth Heritage List.

Indicative

Data provided to or obtained by the Austealian Heritage Council or the former Austealian Heritage Commission
has been entered into the database.

Identified

The former Australian Heritage Commission has assessed the values of this place and deeided that it should be
entered im the Register. The place had not reached the Imterim List stage by 1 January 2004 when the
Commission was abelished.
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Interim list

The place was in the Interim List at 1 January 2004 when the Australian Heritage Commission was abolished.
The place kad been publicly propesed for entry in the Register.

Registered

The place i im the Register of the National Estate. Although some places may be legally registered because
they are within a larger registered area they may wot necessarily possess intrinsic sigmificance.

Removed fFom Register

The place has been removed front the Register

Destroyed

The place has been destroyed before being assessed or listed.

Rejected

The Ausiraliam Heritage Council or the former Australian Heritage Commission has assessed the place and
found that it does mot warrant entry im the Register in its own right.

Duplicate recerd

The place kas another record in the database.

ldentified througsh state processes

The place is entered in a stateftereitory heritage register. The Australian Heritage Commission had formally
recognised. the standards of historic assessment of the relevamt state or territory heritage body and
acknowledged that the place has National Estate historic values.

Of itself listing on the Register of ihe National Estaie does not afford legal protection for a heritage item. None
of the abewvementioned identified items listed on the Register of the National Estate are included in another
Commonwealth statutory heritage list and as such are not atforded protection under the EPBC Act.

State Heritage Inventory

The NSW heritage databases eantain over 20,000 statutorily-listed heritage items in New South Wales. This
includes items protected by heritage sehedules to local environmental plans (LEPs), regional envirommental
plans (REPs} ar by the State Hieritage Register,

The informiation is supplied by loeal councils and State agencies and includes basic idemtification details and
listing infarmation. Consequently listings should be confirmed with the responsible agency.

A search of this database (27" Navember 2008) revealed that there are 14 items that are listed as being present
in the Yass region (Table 3). It should be noted that there are no items listed as being present within the
proposal asea, although the abovementioned Coomi Cottage is located a few hundred metres to the south of the
Yass Riwver.
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Item Name Address Suburb LGA Significance
Binalong Raikway Station Group Binalong Yass Valley | Local
Bowning Station Railway Group Main Southern Railway | Bowning Yass Valley State and
Lecal
Burrinjuck Dam Burrinjuck Yass Valley | State
Burrinjuck Diam Site (Greater) Burrinjuck Yass Valley | State
Burrinjuek Dam Site — Barren Jack Buerinjuck Yass Vall State
Creck Water Supply ¥
Cooma Coltage Yass Valley Way Yass Yass Valley | State
Wee Jasper Bridge over Main Road 278 Wee Jasper e Yallae | State
Gooradigbee River Yass Valley
Yass Distrret Hospital Meehan Street Yass Yass Valley | Local
Yass Fire Station 90 Mechan Street Yass Yass Valley | Local
Yass Footheidge At Station Yass Yass Valley | Local
Yass Junefion Railway Station Kfain Southeen Railway | Yass Junction State and
Yass Valley
group Local
Yass Post Office 101 Comur Street Yass Yass Valley | State
Yass Town rail bridge over Yass Yass Town Tramway Yass o State and
. Yass Valley
River Local
Yass Town Railway Station and Yass Town Tramway Yass State and
Yass Valley
vard groug Lecal

Table 3. State Heritage Inventory search results

The NSW Heritage Act (1977)

The purpose of the NSW Heritage Aet 1977 is to ensure that the heritage of New Seuth Wales is adequately
identified amd comserved. In practice the Act has focused on ifems and places of non-indigenous heritage to
avoid overlap with the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Act, 1974, which has primary responsibilities for
nature comservation and the proteetion of Aberiginal objects and places in NSW. In recent years, however, the
Heritage Council has targeted these other areas, working with relevant state agencies such as NPWS to identify
gaps in the protection of Abaoriginal and natural heritage places (for example the Cyprus Hellene Club was
protected wader the Heritage Aet as a place of historie significance to Abariginal people ameongst other values).

Section 4 of the Act considers a heritage item to include any place, building, work, relic, movable object, which
may be of bistorie, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, natwral or aesthetic valwe.

The Heritage Amendment Act 1998 came into effect in April 1999. This Aet instigated changes to the NSW
heritage system, which were the result of a substantial review begun in 1992, A central feature of the
amendments: was the clarification and strengthening of shared responsibility for heritage management between
local government authorities, responsible for items. of local significance, and the NSW Heritage Council. The
Council retaimed its consent powers for alterations to heritage items of state signifieance.

The Herifage Act is concerned. with all aspects of conservation ranging from the mest basic protection against
damage and demolition, to restoration and enhancement. It recognises two levels of heritage significance, State
significance and Local significance across a broad ramge of values.

Generally tivis Act provides profection fo items. that have been identified, assessed and listed on various
registers nehuding State government seetion 170 registers, local government LEPs and the State Heritage
Register. The Interim Heritage Order provisions allow the mimisicr or his delegates (local government may
have delegated authority) to provide emergeney protection te threatened places that have not been previously
identified. The only ‘blanket” protection provisiens in the Act relate to the protection of archaeological
deposits and relies greater than 30 years old.

The Heritage Council of NSW

The role ef'the Heritage Couneil is to provide the Minister with advice on a broad range of matiers relating to
the conservation of the heritage of NSW. It also has a role in promoting heritage conservation through research,
seminars awd publications. The membership of the Heritage Council is designed to reflect a broad ramge of
interests amd areas of expertise.

Interim Hewitage Ovders

Under the provisions of Part 3 of the Act, the Minister can make an interim heritage order (IHO). A

recommemdation with respect fo an order ean come from the Heritage Couneil, cither based on a request for the
Minister., o the €ouncil’s own. considerations. The Minister can also authorise Local Councils to make 1HOs
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within their area. An interim conservation order may remain in foree for up to 12 menths, until such time as it
is revoked or the item is listed on the State Heritage Register. A heritage order may control activitics such as
demolitior: of structures, damage fo relies, places or land, development and alteration of buildings, werks or
relics.

The State Heritage Register

Changes te the Heritage Act in the 1998 amendmenits established the State Heritage Register which includes all
places previously protected by permanent conservation orders (PCOs) and tems identified as beimg of state
significanee in heritage and conservation registers prepared by State Government instrumentalities. Sites or
places which are found to have a state level of heritage significance should be formally identified to the
Heritage Couneil and eonsidered for inclusion on the State Heritage Register.

National Frust of Australia (NSW) Register

The Natiaral Trust of Australiz (NSW) is a nom-government Community Organisation which promotes the
conservation of both the built and matural heritage (for example, buildings, bushland, cemeteries, seenie
landscapes, tare and endangered flora and fauna, and steam engines may all have heritage value). The Trust has
approxintately 30,000 members in New South Wales.

Followirg its survey and assessment of the natural and cultural enviromment, the Trust maintains a Register of
landscapes, townseapes, buildings, industrial sites, cemeteries and other items or places which the Trust
determines to have heritage significanee and are worthy of conservation. Currently there are some 11,000
items listed. on the Trust’s Register. They are said to be “Classified’.

The Trust’s Register is intended to perform an advisory and educational rele. The kisting in the Register has no
legal force. However, it is widely recognised as an authoritative statement of the heritage significance of a
place. The Trust does not have any control over the development or demolition of the Classified Places or
Items in its Begister.

While the National Trust Register decs not provide any statuiory ebligations for protection of a site as such, the
acknowledgment of a place being listed on the Register as a significant site lends weight o its heritage value.
Also, the faet that the actual data for sites may be mimimal does not diminish the significance of a place. In
fact, many sites were listed wifli onty basic data added, especially in the early developmental stages of the
Register.

The Trust, over the last few years has been upgrading the information for places listed, with criteria for
assessment for fisting based om the Australian Heritage Commission Criteria of assessment for entry te the
Register of the National Estate,

A searchi of the National Trust of Australia (NSW) Register (1™ December 2008} revealed that there are over 50
item in the Yass Valley LGA that are currently listed with the Natiomal Trust (Table 4, Appendix xx). Of those,
only four #fems are in or adjacent the study arca; they are the Cooma Cettage group and its compenents
comprising Cooma Cottage, Doure, Hardwicke and the visual catchment.

Item name Address

ST. CLEMENT'S ANGLICAN

RECTORY (PART OF ST.

CLEMENT'S ANGLIEAN CHURCH.

GROUP, CARD 2 OF 2) CHURCHSTREET

ST. CLEMENT'S ANGLICAN
CHURCH (P:ART OF THE ST.
CLEMENT'S ANGLIEAN CHURCH

GROUP - C&RD 1 OF 2) CIURCH STREET, CORNER ROSSISTREET
ANZ BANK (FART OF BANK
GROUP - C&RD 2 OF 5) COMUR STREET

COURTHOUSE INCLUDING GROUNDS,
TREES, FRONT &% SIDE FENCES AND
HITCHING POSES IN STREET (PART OF
COURTHOQUSE GROUP - CARD 2 OF
3) COMUR STREET

F.L KELLY & COMPANY (STOCK.
AND STATION AGENTS),
FORMERLY ¥A&SS MECHANICS'
INSTITUTE(PART OF THE BANK
GROUP - C&RIY 5 OF 5) COMUR STREET

POST OFFICE, INELUDING HITCHING
POSTS (PART 63F POST OFFICE
GROUP - CARD 2 OF 3) COMUR STREET
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Item name

Address

STATE BANK, FORMERLY RURAL
BANK OF XEW SOUTH WALES,
FORMER BANK OF NEW SOUTH
WALES, INCLUDING FENCES (PART
OF BANK GRELUP - CARD 4 OF 5)

COMUR STREET

BANK GROTIE, COMPRISING ANZ
BANK, WESTPAC BANK, STATE
BANK, ANBELKELLY &
COMPANY (BANK GROUP - CARD L
OF5)

COMUR STREET 129-153

WESTPAC, FORMERLY BANK NEW
SOUTH WALES, FORMER AJFS
BANK, INCLWDING RESIDENCE,
HITCHING ROST ON FOOTPATH, FENCES.
TO STREET AND STABLES AT REAR OF
PREMISES (PART OF BANK GROUP -
CARD 3 OF 5)

COMUR STREET 141

WESTPAC, FORMERLY BANK OF
NEW SOUTELWALES, FORMER AJS
BANK, INCLUDING RESIDENCE,
HITCHING POST ©X FOOTPATH, FENCES,
TO STREET ANDY STABLES AT REAR OF
PREMISES (PART OF THE BANK
GROUP - C&RD 3 OF 5)

COMUR STREET 141

COMMERGI&E HOTEL

COMUR STREET, CORNER LEAID STREET

CBC BANK. & RESIDENCE,
INCLUDING FENEES AND HITCHING
POSTS, AND-SIABLES AT REAR (PART
OF POST OFFICE GROUP - CARD ¥
OF 3)

COMUR STREET, CORNER MEEHAN STREET

POST OFFICE GRELUP, COMPRISING
POST OFFICE axD CBC BANK &
RESIDENCE, (POST OFFICE GROLIP
-CARD | ©F ¥y

COMUR STREET, CORNER MEEHAN STREET

COURTHOUSE GROUP, COMPRISINGG
COURTHOUSE anND FORMER
POLICE CONSTABLE'S RESIDENCE.
(COURTHOUSE GROUP - CARD |

OF 3) COMUR STREET, CORNER ROSSISTREET AND 5 ROSSI STREET
DEVONIA DE MESTRE STREET 7

FIELD HOLSE FIELD LANE

LINTON GLEBE STREET 22

KERROWG AR, FORMERLY PARK.
VILLA (PARTOF GRAMPIAN
STREET GROUP, CARD 2 OF 4)

GRAMPIAN STREET 24

GRAMPLAN STREET GROUP,
COMPRISING KERROWGAIR, THE
ELMS, ANCRATHLUBA
(GRAMPLAN STREET GROUP -
CARD | OF 4§

GRAMPLIAN STREET 24, 30 & 32

THE ELMS, FORMERLY
RICHMOND ¥ILLA, (PART OF
GRAMPILAN. STREET GROUP, CAREX
310F4)

RATHLUBA, (PART OF GRAMPIAN
STREET GROUP, CARD 4 OF 4)

GRAMPIAN STREET 30

GRAMPIAN STREET 32

COOMA COTTAGE GROUP,
COMPRISINGCUOM A COTTAGE,
DOURO, HARDWICKE AND VISUAL.
CATCHMENT ¢COOMA COTTAGE
GROUP, CARD 1 ©F 4)

TTUSIE FIRGTEWAY

COOMA COTTAGE, INCLUDING
STABLES, QUTBUILEMNGS AND 100
ACRES OF LAND-(PART OF COOMA
COTTAGE GEOUP, CARD 20F 4) #

T SAE FIRGTEW AY

DOURO (FART OF COOMA
COTTAGE GRIOUP, CARD 3 OF 4)

TIUSAE FIRGTEW AY

HARDWICKE (PART OF COOMA
COTTAGE GRIOUP, CARD 4 OF 4)

HUKE HEGHWAY

COTTAGE

HUWKE STREET L

PUBLIC SCHEXL (PART OF PUBLEC
SCHOOL GRELIP, CARD 2 OF 3)

LAIDLAW STREET
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Item name

Address

PUBLIC SCHEXL GROUP,
COMPRISING PUBLIE SCHOOL AND
SCHOOL RESIDENCE (PUBLIC
SCHOOL GROLP, CARD 1 OF 3)

LAIDLAW STREET

SCHOOL EESIDENCE, FORMERLY
SCHOOLM&STER'S HOUSE (PART
OF PUBLIC SCHOOL GROUP, CARD:

30F3) LAIDLAW STREET
COTTAGE LAIXLAW STREET 15
ROSEBANE, FORMERLY SPOTTED:

DOG INN LANSLAW STREET 31

RAILWAY STATION

SAIN SOUTH RAILWAY LINE

RAILWAY STATION

SEAIN SOUTH RAILWAY LINE

S5T. AUGUSTINE'S CHAPEL,
FORMERLY CHLRCH

MEEHAN STREET

ROSE COTTAGE

MEEHAN STREET 73

CONVENT OF MERCY (MOUNT
CARMEL S£TOOL)

MEEHAN STREET, CORNER DUTTON STREET

CONVENT OF MERCY (MOUNT
CARMEL SCHOOE)

MEEHAN STREET, CORNER DUTTON STREET

METHODIST CHUREH

ROSSISTREET

METHODEST CHUREH

ROSSISTREET

HOUSE

ROSSISTREET 120

HOUSE

ROSSISTREET 120

FORMER POLICE CONSTABLE'S
RESIDENCE, INCLUDING GARDEN AT’
FRONT AND-PIXE TREES (PART OF
COURTHOWUSE GROUP - CARD 3 OF
3)

ROSSISTREET 5

FORMER POLICE CONSTABLE'S
RESIDENCE, FCLUBRING GARDEN AT
FRONT AND-BINE TREES (PART OF
COURTHOUSE GROUP - CARD 3 GF
3)

ROSSISTREET 5

ROSSISTREET GREUP, COMPRISING
FORMER POST CFICE, HOUSE,
FORMER Y 4SS COURIER OFFICE
AND HOUSES (ROSSISTREET
GROUP, CARID 1 OF 1)

ROSSISTREET 60,62, 64-66 AnD-68-70

ROSSI STREET GRELUP, COMPRISING
FORMER POST OFICE, HOUSE,
FORMER Y488 €QURIER OFFICE
AND HOUSES (ROSSISTREET
GROUP, CARID1 OF 1)

ROSSISTREET 60, 62, 64-66 48D 68-70

GRAVE OF THOMAS LAIDLAW

ROSSISTREET, 100 M WEST OF NO. 99

GRAVE OF THOMAS LAIDLAW

ROSSISTREET. 100 M WEST OF NO. 99

BLACKBURN.

RYE PARK ROAD, APPFROX, 8 KMNORTIH OF Y ASS JUNCTION

BLACKBLUERN. RYE PARK ROAD, APPROX. & k6 NORTITOF Y ASS JUNCTION
BLOOMFEIEL X WEE JASPER RO

BLOOMFIEE Y WEE JASPER RO

YASS TOWN TRAMWAY ¥ ASS JUNCTION-YASS TOWN RAILWAY LINE

YASS TOWN TRAMWAY ¥ASS JUNCTION-YASS TOWN RAILWAY LINE

YASS URBAN CONSERVATION
AREA

¥ ASS URBAN CONSERVATION AREA: BOUNDED BY THE Y ASS RIVER, CHURCH,
POLDING AND ADELE STREETS, INCORPORATING THE Y ASS RAILWAY STATION AND
STATION YARD, ALONG DUTTON STREET, INCORPORATING THE TRAINLINE TO THE

¥ ASS. RIVER.

YASS URBAN CONSERVATION
AREA

YASS URBAN CONSERVATION AREA: BOUNDED BY THE Y AS5 RIVER, CHUREH,
POLDING AND ADELE STREETS, INCORPORATING THE Y ASS RAILWAY STATION AN
STATION YARD, ALONEG DUTTON STREET, INCORPORATING THE TRAINLINE TO THE

¥ 4SS RIVER.

Table 4. Natiomal Trust of Australia (NSW) Register search results
8.2 Historieal Themes

A historical theme is a way of describing a major historical event or process that has contributed to the history
of NSW. Hisstorical themes provide the background context within which the heritage significance of an item
can be understood. Themes have been developed at National and State levels, but corfesponding regional and
local themes can also be developed te refleet a more relevant historical context for particular areas or items.

In the tabde below is a summary of themes that are applicable to the Yass study area.
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Australian Theme NSW Theme Local Theme
Peopling Australia Aboriginal cultwres and interaetions | Day-to-day life
with ather cultures. Mythologieal and ecr ial

Natural resources

Contact period

Developing lacal, regional and
national ceampmies

Agriculture

Feneing

Sheds

Pasture

Waler provision

Farmsteads

Shearing

Machinery

Commerce

Bankng

Trade routes

Shaops

Inns.

Cammunication

Postal scrvices

Telephone and telegraph services

Mewspapers

Transport networks

Environment — cultwral landseape

Tree plantings

Picnic arcas
Fishing spots

Events

Floads

Exploration

Camp sifes

Exploration routes

Water sourecs

Tndustry

Mills

Shearing sheds

Workshops:

Transport metwork

Pastoralism

Pastoral homesteads

Sheds and yards

Travelling stock reserves

Feneing and boundarics

Pastoral workers” eamps

Walker sources

Technalogy

Communication netwaorks

Treansport

Railways

Early roads

Private tracks

Coaches and teamsters

Bridges

Building settfements, towns and
cities

Teowns, suburbs and villages:

Town plan

Neighbourhoods

Land tenure

Feneing and other boundary
markers

Utilitics

‘Water distribution

Garbage disposal

Sewage/scplic systems

Provision of eleetricity

Bridaes

Culverts

Accommedation

Inns and hostels

Domestic residences

Temporary encampments

Homestcads

Humpics

Developing &ustealia’s cultural lifi

Daomestic life

Diamestic artefact scatters

Residences

Food preparation

Gardens

Domesticated animals

Leiswre

Show grownd

Picnic/camping arcas
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Australian Theme

NSW Theme

Local Theme

Racecourse

Seenic lookouts

Taown hall

Towrism

Religion

Churches

Soctal institutions

Public hall

Secial groups‘associations

Sport

Sports grounds

Sports teams

Marking the: phases of life

Birth and death

Graves

Persons

Individual monuments

Significant indrviduals/Tamilies

Plaec names

Table 5. Natiomal, state and loeal historical themes that are applicable to the study arca and swrrounds.

8.3 Predictive Statements

As the abeve table indicates there is an enormous array of themes and hence potential site types that might
occur in ame around the study area. Nonetheless, many of these correspand to heritage items in urban contexts.
Given that there are no known histerical villages or towns within the proposal area it is unlikely that most of
these themes will be represented within the proposed arca of inundation and other arcas of direct impacts.
There is however potential for sites associated with agriculture, such as fences and sheep dips. Other likely
sites or sife elements include free plantings. Mare gemerally there is the potemtial for river crossings and
associated roads and paths. The crossings themselves may be evidenced either as existing bridges, bridge

abutments. ar submerged fords.

Overall, the potential for heritage items to occur in arcas of direct inundation is relatively low. It s more likely
that potential keritage items might be located adjacent the areas of direct impacts.
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9. SURVEY RESULTS

9.1 Survey Coverage Variables

Survey Coverage Variables are: a measure of grownd swveyved during the study and the type of archacelogical
visibility present within that surveyed area. Survey coverage variables provide a measure with which to assess
the effectiveness of the survey so as to provide an informed basis for the formulation of management strategies.

Specifically, an analysis of survey coverage is mecessary in order to determine whether or not the opportunity to
observe stane artefacts in or on the ground was achieved during the survey. In the event that it is determined
that groumd exposures provided a minimal opporfunity te record stome artefacts it may be necessary to
undertake archaeological excavation for determiwing whether or not stane artefacts are present. Conversely, if
ground exposures encountered. provided an ideal opportunity to record the presence of stone artefacts, the
survey results may be considered fo be adequate and accordingly ne further archacological work may be
required.

Two main variables were used to measure ground surface visibility during the study; the area of ground
exposure eneouniered and the: quality and type of ground wvisibility (archacological visibility) within those
exposures.

The two survey coverage variables estimated during the survey are defined as follows:

Estimated Ground Exposure — an estimate of the total arca of ground inspeeted which centained expeosures of
bare ground; aned

Estimated &rchacelogy Visibility — & percentage estimate of the average levels ef potential archacelogical
surface visibility within those exposures of bare ground.

Based om the two visibility variables as defined above, a net estimate (Net Effective Exposure) of the
archaecolegical potential of exposure arca within & survey umit or set of vaits has been calculated. The Effective
Survey Cowerage (ESC) calculation ts defined and reguired by the NSW DECC. The ESC provides an estimate
of the propertion of the total study area which provided a net 100% level of ground surface visibility (with
archaeolegical potential).

Thirty nine Suevey Units was defined and recorded during the study. The Survey Units and Effective Survey
Coverage ake described in Table 6 and Table 8 below:; their location is shewn on Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8.
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Survey Unit Landform Slope Aspect Rock Abundance | Geomorphology Erosion Types Disturbance Disturbance Impacts
Levels
SUl simple stope gently inchined W No rock outcrop eraded or surfaee wash; gullying; moderate cover artefacts; disturb
aggraded creep spatially gross.
su2 smmple slope gently inchned. SW Rocky eroded or sorface wash moderate - natural
aggraded
suU3 apen very genfly inclined Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash moderate cover artefacts; disturb
lepuession aggraded spatially gross
SU4 flat very genfly inclined SW Noirock outcrep agpraded surface wash; sheet low cover artefacts
SuUs siaple stope | moderately imelined SW Very slightly roeky eroded or sheet; surface wash maoderste cover artefacts
aggraded
s5U6 simple shope moderatcly inclined SW Shghtly racky aggraded sheet; surface wash; tow caver artcfacts
crecp
suU7 apen very genfly inclined open: No rock outcrop aggraded sheet; surface wash; mioderate cover artefacts -
depression gullying moderate spatial
vertieal
SUS simple stope steep S Rocky eraded or ercep; sheet; surfaec maoderate maderate spatial
aggraded wash vertical - remove
artefacts; cover
artefacts
SU9 simnple stope moderafely inelined SE Very slightly rocky sheet; surface wash mioderate cover artefacts
SU10 simple slope gently inchined S Very slightly rocky aggraded sheet; surface wash moderate cover artefacts
SUll simple shope gently mehncd W aggraded sheet; surface wash miodcrate cover artcfacts
su12 smmple stope gently inchned SW aggraded sheet; surface wash mioderate moderate spatial
vertical
SU13 swmple slope very sleep SE Rocky croded creep moderate fFemmove artefacts
suU4 siple sbope | moderately nelined NW Very rocky croded sheet; surface wash modcrate maderate spatial
vertical - eover
artefacts
SuULs simple stope gently inchned N Rocky croded sheet; surface wash mioderate mederate spatial
vertical - eover
artelacts
suUl16 simple stope steep. E Shightly racky eroded erecp: surface wash; maoderate remeve artefacts
sheet
su17 smmple stope gently inchned NE Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash moderate cover artefacts
aggraded
SuUlg simaple stope moderately inclined W Very slightly rocky ﬁdcd sheet; surface wash; moderate Femove artefaets
crecp
su19 swaple stope | moderately inelined N Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash; mioderate moderate spatial
agpraded creep vertical - cover
artefacts
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Survey Unit Landform Slope Aspect Rock Abundance | Geomorphology Erosion Types Disturbance Disturbance Impacts
Levels
su20 simaple stope moderately inelined NE Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash; moderate maderate spatial
aggraded creep vertical - cover
artefacts
su21 smaple slope | moderately inelined SE Shightly recky eroded sheet; surface wash; mioderate remeve arkefacts
creep
Su26 smnple shape gently inchned W No rock owtcrop eroded or ereep; sheet; surface maderate - gravel moderate spatial
ageraded wash - Okd road pit and other vertical - caver
alignment excavation artefacts
su27 simple slope gently inchined. S Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash; mioderate cover artefacts
aggraded creep
Su28 simaple stope steep. S Very slightly roeky eroded sheet; surface wash; high Femeve artefacts
creep
Su29 smnple shape maoderateliy inelined W Very slightly racky eroded or sheet; surface wash; moderate moderate spatial
aggraded creep vertical - cover
artefacts
su30 toswer stope gently inchned NW Very slightly roeky eroded or gullyimg high Femove arkefacts
aggraded
SU31 toswer stape gentliy inchned NE No rock outcrep agpraded sheet: surface wash; moderate cover artefacts -
creep maderate spatial
vertieal
Su32 simple slope moderately imelined S Very slightly rocky croded sheet; surface wash; maoderate moderate spatial
creep vertical - remeve
artefacts; cover
artefacts
SU33 toswer stope gently inchined. SwW No rock outcrop aggraded sheet; surface wash; mioderate moderate spatial
creep vertical - cover
artefacts
su34 simaple stope gently inchmned NE No rock outerop eroded or sheet; surface wash; moderate cover ariefacts
ageraded creep
SU3s crest steep NE No rock outcrop eroded sheet: surface wash; High remove artefacts
creep
SU36 simple slope gently inchined N No rock outerop eroded or ereep; sheet; surfaee maoderate remove arlcfacts -
aggraded wash - also stream: flow moderate spatial
vertical
su37 flat very genfly inclmed E No rock owtcrop agpraded gullying - orig soil prob moderate maderate spatial
removed and surface vertical
buried
SU38 smmple slope moderately inelined N No rock outcrop eroded or sheet; surface wash; High maderate spatial
aggraded creep vertical - eover
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Survey Unit Landform Slope Aspect Rock Abundance | Geomorphology Erosion Types Disturbance Disturbance Impacts
Levels
artefacts
SU39 simple slope moderately inelined E Very slightly rocky eroded or sheet; surface wash; mioderate moderate spatial
aggraded creep vertical - remeve
artefacts; cover
artelacts

Table 5. Summary of Survey Units,

Aboriginal object recardings in each Survey Unit are fisted below in Table 6.

SU# Locale Site Easting | Northing Area Exposure Exposure Ground Archacol | Artefact | Predicted Integrity Subsurface Proposed
# Type Sqm area Exposure -ogical number Density potential at impacts
% Visibility locale
%
SUIL3 L1 Stane 676448 | 6144598 1 animal 50rx 20 20 alr 1 very low moderatehy No Nil
artefaet tracks bare disturbed
carth

SUILS L1 stone 676519 | 6144462 1 animal 20x2 T S0 1 Tow moderately No Yes in inundation
Plate arlefizel tracks disturbed arca

12
sulL7 L1 stane 676580 | 6143805 25 crosion Sx0.5 80 0 p3 ow moderstely No Immediately
Plate ariefaets disturhed adjacent to

13 inundation area
su22 L1 stonc 694977 | 6132813 25 bare carth 20 x 10 80 80 2 tow highly No In arca of
Plate artefaets disturbed proposed culvert

9 works at

Greenfield

Table 6. Aboriginal sife. recordimgs.
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Survey Exposure Type | Area- | Ground Ground | Archacological Net ESC Deposit Predicted
Unit sqm | Exposure | Exposure Visibility Effective Yo Potential Density
Yo sq m Yo Exposure

sq m
suU1 bare earth; 8092 5 404.6 20 80.9 1 Yes low
animal tracks
burrews
SuU2 bare: carth 5577 2788 0 558 1 Mo very low
SuU3 bare carth; 1719 5 86.0 20 17.2 1 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrews;
erasion
Su4 bare earth; 2322 5 116.1 1] 0.0 0 Yes low
animal tracks
burrows
SUS bave carth 11260 5 563.0 ] 56.3 .5 Yes very low
SuU6 bare earth; 11307 5 565.4 5 283 0.25 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrows;
Crosion
su7 bare carth; 4292 z 85.8 5 43 0.1 Yes Tow:
CRISion maderate
SUS bare carth; 6416 5 3208 z 6.4 0l Yes very low
animal tracks
burrows;
crosion
su9 bare carth; 12680 2 253.6 5 127 0.1 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrews;
erosion
sU10 bare: carth; 12813 5 640.6 5 320 (.25 Yes very low
animal tracks
hurrows
SU1T1 bate earth; 10118 2 202.4 5 10.1 6.1 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrows
sU12 bare: carth; 2803 5 140.1 10 14.0 0.5 No very low
animal tracks
hmrrenss;
erosion
SU13 bave carth 36000 L0 3660
SU14 bare: carth; 18074 10 1807.4
animal tracks
burrows;
CHOSTON
SU15 bare earth; 3238 5 161.9 50 80,9 25 No low
animal tracks
burrows
SUl6 bare: carth; 4372 z 874 0 17.5 0.4 MNo negligible
animal tracks
hurraws
suU17 bare earth; 14043 1 140.4 20 28.1 0.2 Yes low
animal tracks
burrows;
wehiele
SUIS bare carth; 17487 z 3497 50 174.9 1 Yes low
animal tracks
burrews;
erasion
sU19 bare: carth; 12042 1 120.4 10 128 6.1 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrows
SU20 bare earth; 32038 1 3204 10 32.0 6.1 Yes low
animal. tracks
burrows
sU21 bare: carth; 5545 5 2772 20 554 1 Yes very low
animal tracks
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Survey Exposure Type | Area- | Ground Ground | Archacological Net ESC Deposit Predicted
Unit sqm | Exposure | Exposure Visibility Effective Yo Potential Density
Yo sq m Yo Exposure
sq m
burrens;
erosion
su22 erasion 2500 1@ 250 5 12.5 0.5 No low
Greenfield
SuU23 wil 2500 i ] [i] i} 0 No negligible
Council
SU24 Erasiom; bare 2500 5 126 10 12.5 0.5 Yes low
Zamenoff carth
SU25 Crosion 2500 5 125 10 12.5 0.5 No low
Matong
suU26 bare earth; 11636 5 5818 60 349.1 3 Yes low
animal tracks
burraws;
CROS10R
sU27 animal tracks 5166 z 103.3 15 15.5 0.3 Yes low
burraws
SU28 bare earth; 4060 z 81.2 il 8.1 0.2 Yes negligible
animal tracks
burrows
SU29 bare: carthr; 4831 1 48.3 10 48 6.1 Yes very low
animal tracks
hurraws
SU30 bawe carth 9835 1 98.4 5 4.9 0.05 No negligible
SU31 bare eartlr; 5742 5 287.1 1 29 (.05 Yes very low
animal tracks
burrows
SuU32 animal tracks 3919 1 9.1 10 38 0.1 Yes negligible
burraws
SU33 afher 24047 1] 0.0 1] 0.0 0 Yes low
SU34 animal tracks 13262 1 132.6 10 133 6.1 Yes low
hurraws
SU3s bare earth; 5969 5 298.4 10 298 0.5 No negligible
animal tracks
burrows;
erasion
SU36 bare carth; 10519 z 2104 10 21.0 0.2 Yes very law
animal tracks
hurraws
SuU37 bare carth 14172 2 283.4 10 28.3 0.2 Yes very low
SU38 animal tracks 10117 1 101.2 5 5.1 (05 Yes low
burrows;
CROS10R
SU39 bate earth; 8139 2 162.8 5 8.1 6.1 Yes very low
animal. tracks
burrews;
erasion

Table 7. Effective Survey Coverage.
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Figure 5. Survey Units and recorded loeales at northwest end of inundation area.
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Figure 6. Survey Units and recorded locales in middle of inundation area.
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Figure 7. Survey Units and recorded locales im southeast end of insndation area.
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Figure R. Location of wpstream culverts.
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9.2 Results
Indigenous

Aboriginal object locales are listed above in Table 6. Four artefact locales were recorded; it is moted however
that the artefactwal status of SU13/L1 is uncerfain. Artefact density calcutations based on surface indicators
indicate that all artefact locales contain low density artefact distributions. The four sites are unlikely to contain
associated subsurfiace deposit given their erosional context and are assessed to be of low significance. Lithic
items are listed im Table 9.

SU# Locale # Artefact Type Material | Size Comments
Class
SuU13 L1 Glass fragment: Glass 3 brown glass fragment with edge
artefactual status damage on one margin; located on an
uncertain animal track could be non-human
fracturing
SuUl15 L1 Core Chert 6 pebble with scars from one face at
one end; 1 platform; 3 scars
SU17 Ll Flake fragment Chert 2 with some pebble cortex
Su17 L1 Core Chert 5 pebble with scars from one face on
one end; 3 scars
Su22 Ll Flake: Quartz 2 -
Su22 LI Flake: Quartz 6 core rotation

Table 9. Lithic ifems. recorded.

Three trees beatimg scars were also recorded in the inundation area. The cause of the three scars is uncertain
however, based ow their characteristics and morpholegy they are assessed to likely to have been caused by
natural processes. The trees are listed in Table 10 below. Their locations are shown in Figures 5 and 7. It is
noted that Tree | ts located within the proposed inundation arca; however trees 2 and 3 are both sitnated above
the proposed inwndation area.

Name Easti Northing | Comments.

B

Tree 1 677221 6143925 | fo ground: natural

Tree 2 678335 | 6140388 | matural

Tree 3 678454 | 6140279 | ground: matural

Table 10, Trees with natural scars.

Effective survey ceverage achieved during the survey is asscssed to have been low. Nevertheless the survey
results are in keeping with the predictive model of site location relevant to the proposal area.

The Survey Units present in the study area assoctated with the proposed comstruction works area, inundation
area and culverts are each assessed to be of low or very low archaeologieal potential based on various factors
including nature of the topegraphy. previous disturbance, erosional processes and generally steep gradients.

Non-Indigenous

Two sections of the ene old road were recorded in Survey Unit 10 (Table 10; Figure 5). The features are lincar
with excavated road lengths each measuring ¢. 70 meirés by 3 m wide; they are flanked on their southern,
downhill side, with sfanes. The two sections recorded are separated by a distance of ¢. 100 m. These features
do not meet criteria for heritage listing and accordingly de not pose a constraint to the proposal.

ald.tree stump; probably river gum with old scar 1.5mH x 0.4m W which extends
free 1.5m above river at edge of bank; scar lm H x 0.2m W extends (o ground:

tree om edge of bank in channel 1.5m above water; with 2m H x 0 4m W scar to

Listing
SuU# HS# | Easting | Northing | Site Type | Area m Condition Warranted | Proposed i
Adjacent to
SUI0 | HS1 | 676694.5 | 6143852 | old road 60 x 0-5 | imtact No inundation arca
moderately ¢. 7 m above
SUTO | HS2 | 676653.1 | 6143986 | old read 10 % 10 disturbed Nao inundation area
Table 8. Heritage fieatures recorded in the preposal arca.
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Plate 12. SU15/L1 looking west.

Plate 13. SU17/L1 looking west.
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Plate 15. Tree 2 lvaking southwest.
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10. STATUTORY CONTEXT

Two picces of legislation provide the primary basis for Aboriginal heritage management in NSW, the National
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Aet) and the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A
Act) (NPWS 1997).

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act], its regulations, schedules and guidelines
provides the context for the requirement for environmental impact assessments to be undertaken during land
use planning (NFWS 1997).

The NPW Act
The NPW Act provides statutory proteetion for all Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal Places.
An *Aboriginal objeet’ is defined as

‘any deposit, ebject or material evidence (not beimg a handieraft for sale) relating to Aboriginal
habitatior of the arca that comprises New South Wales, being habitation before or concurrent
with the accupation of that area by persoms of non-Aberiginal exftraction, and includes
Aboriginal remains’.

For the purposes ef the Act an Aboriginal place is an area declared by the Minister to be an Aboriginal place
(s84) being a place that in the opinion of the Minister is or was of special significance with respeet to
Aboriginal culture.

Under s90 of the NPW Act a person must not knowingly destroy, damage or deface or kmowingly cause or
permit the destructiom, damage or defacement of an Aboriginal object ar Aboriginal Place without first
obtaining the consent of the Director-General of the NSW DECC. Consents which enable a person to impact an
Aboriginal objeet are issued by the NSW DECC upon review of a s90 Censent application.

Under s87 of the NPW Act a persom must not excavate or disturb land for the purpeses of discovering an
Aboriginal object without first obtaining the consent of the Director-General of the NSW DECC. Permits
which enable a persorn to excavate land for the purpeses of determining whether or not an Aboriginal objeet is
present are issued by the NSW DECC wpon review of a s87 Permit application.

Given the recordimgs of Aboriginal objects there are statutory constraints in regard to the proposal. S90 consent
will need to be abtained for the relevant sites in impact areas.
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11. SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT

The information provided in this report and the assessment of significance of Aborigimal objects provides the
basis for the proponent to make informed decisions regarding the management and degree of protection which
should be undertaken in regard to the Aboriginal objects located within the study area.

10.1 Significance Assessment Criteria

The NPWS (1997} defimes significanee as relating to the meaning of sites: “meaning s to do with the values
people put on things, places, sites, land”. The following significance assessment criterta is derived from the
relevant aspects of |[COMOS Burra Charter and NSW Department of Urban Affairs and Planning’s ‘State
Heritage Inventory Evaluation Criteria and Management Guadelines’.

Aboriginal archaeabogical sites are assessed under the following categories of significanee:

culturall valwe to contemporary Aboriginal people,
archaeological value,

aesthetie walue,

representativeness, and

educational value,

Aboriginal cultural significance

The Aboriginal community will value a place in accordance with & variety of factors including contemporary
associations and beliefs and historical relationships. Maost heritage evidence is valued by Aboriginal people
given its symbolic enbodiment and physical retationship with their ancesteal past.

The local Aboriginal community attaches high cultural significance to heritage sites and the broader landscape
of the local area.

Archaeological value

The assessment of archacological value involves determining the potential of a place te provide information
which is of value in scientific analysis and the resolution of potential archacological research questions.
Relevant research topics may be defined and addressed within the academy, the context of eultural heritage
management or A&boriginal communifies. Increasingly, research issues are being constructed with reference to
the broader landscape rather than focusing specifically on individual site locales. In order to assess seientific
value sites are evalwated in terms of mature of the evidence, whether or not they contain undisturbed artefactual
material, occur within a context which enables the testing of certain propesitions, are very old or contain
significant time depth, contain large arfefactual assemblages or material diversity, have unusual characteristics,
are of good preservation, or are a part of a larger site complex. Increasingly, a range of sife types, including low
density artefact distributions, are regarded to be just as important as high density sites for providing research
opportunities.

Representativeress

Representative value is the degree to which a “class of sites are conserved and whether the particular site being
assessed should. be conserved in order to emsure that we retain a representative sample of the archacolegical
record as a whele” (NPWS 1997). Factors defined by NPWS (1997) for assessimg sites in terms of
representativeness include defining vasrability, knowing what is already conserved and comsidering the
connectivity of sifes.

Educational valwe
The educational value of cultural heritage s dependent on the potential for interpretation to a general visitor

audience, compatible Aboriginal values, a resistant site fabric, and feasible site access and management
resources,
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Aesthetic value
Aesthetic value relates to aspects of sensory perception. This value is culturally contingent.
11.2 Significance Walue of the Aboriginal Site in the Study Arca

Stone artefact seatters are a common. sife type in the local area and wider region. Stone artefacts can be
expected to be distributed in a virtual continuum across mest landscape element contexts. The density of this
background artefaet scatter will be related to factors such as the matwre of the terrain (landform element,
gradient and slope], the permanence of the local water source and the proximity of other resource features.
Open artefact scatters will contain differences in terms of their artefact density and composition. These
differences will patentially reflect differences in site function ie different activities undertaken in different
places. Therefore, these site types, while common, will each have the potential to previde umigue
archaeological data and hence interpretive value within a research context.

Aboriginal heritage sites have high cultural value to the local Aboriginal community given that they provide
direct physical and symbolic linkages to their ancestral past and to the landscape.

The four artefact loeales recorded in the proposal area are representative of common site types in the region.
They are each assessed to have low research potential given low artefact numbers and densities; they do net
have potential fo contain subsurface material; or otherwise are highly disturbed. The four locales are
accordingly each assessed to be of low local scientifie significance.
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12. MITIGATIEON AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

The aim of this study has been to identify Aboriginal objects and to predict the archacological potential of the
Survey Units, to assess site significance and thercafier, to consider the petential impact of the proposal upon
this heritage. Fouwr locales containing stone artefacts have been identified o be located within the proposal
area; no Survey Unifs have been assessed to contain subsurface artefacts in amything other than low density and
disturbed contexts. In the following sections a variety of strategies that can be considered for the mitigation and
management of development impact fo Aboriginal objects is listed and discussed.

12.1 Management and Mitigation Strategies
Further Investigation

The current field survey has been focused on recording artefactual matertal present on visible ground surfaces.
Further archacological investigation entails subsurface exeavation which is generally undertaken as test pits for
the purposes of identifying the preserice of artefact bearing soil deposits and their nature, extent, integrity and
significance.

Further archaeological investigation irr the form of sub-surface test excavation can be appropriate in certain
situations. Such. situations generally artse when the proposed dewelopment is expected to invelve grouwnd
disturbance in areas which are assessed ter have potential to confain moderate to high density artefactual
material.  Additionally subsurface investigation is increasingly being undertaken for the purposes of
characterising spatial variation in subswrface deposits across a range of landform clements. Subsurface
investigation prenvides a level of surety in regard to the archacologieal status of a place so that informed
management deeisions can be duly made.

Test excavation ean. only be carried out afier a s87 Permit is issued te an archacologist by the Director-General,
NSW DECC. Sweh a strategy is pro-aetive and emables the proponent to properly manage archacological sites
prior to developmrent activity occurring.

No Survey Units have been identified in the proposal area to warrant further archacological investigation. The
proposed impact arcas are predicted to be of low archacological potential and sensitivity. Fusthermore the
survey results are assessed to have provided a reasonably reliable indication of the archaeological status of the
area,

Conservation

Conservation is a suitable management option in any situation however, it is not always feasible to achieve.
Such a strategy is generally adopted in relation to sites which are assessed to be of high cubtural and seientific
significance, but can be adopted in relation to any site type.

When conservation is adopted as a management option it may be necessery to implement various strategies to
ensure sites and ‘&boriginal objects’ are not inadvertently destroyed or disturbed during eonstruction works or
within the context of the life of the development project. Such procedures are essential when development
works are to proeced within close proximity te identified sites.

In the case at hamal, given the nature and density of the store artefacts recorded in the proposal area and the low
scientific significance rating each artefaet locale has been accorded, none are assessed to warrant eonservation
if impacts are proposed.

Mitigated Impacts

Mitigated Impaets. uswally takes the form of partial site impact andior salvage prior to impact. Such a
management strategy is appropriate when sites are assessed to be of moderate or high scientific significance to
the scientific andfor Aboriginal community and when avoidance of the site is not feasible. Salvage can include
the surface colleetion. or sub-surface excavation of artefacts, usually as a condition of a s90 Consent issued by
the Director-General, NSW DECC.

From a scientifie perspective none of the artefact locales recorded in the proposal area warrant mitigation of
impacts,
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Unmitigated Impacts

Unmitigated Impaets to Aboriginal objeets can be given consideration when they are assessed to be of low or
low/moderate archaeological and culfusal significance amd etherwise in sitwations where conservation is simply
not feasible. In order to conduct ummitigated impacts to a site the proponent applies for and obtains a s90
Consent from the Director-General, NSW DECC. s90 Consent applications must be accompanied by
documentation from the local Aborigimal community.

Given the nature awd density of the stome artefacts recorded in the proposal area and the low seientific
significance rating each artefirct locale has been accorded upmitigated impacts would be appropriate if impacts
are proposed.

New South Wales Arelacology Piy Lid November 2008 page 57

Staff Reports — Page 86 of 90



51 Inclusions on the State Heritage Register reating to Yass Gorge
Attachment B Report on raising the Yass Dam wall

Yass Dam Raising

13. RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations are made on the basis of:

* A consideration of the statutory confext (see Section 9 Statutory Information).

*  The results of the investigation as documented in this report.

*  Consideration of the type of development propesed and the nature of propesed impacts.
It is recommendied that:

e The proponent should give due cemsideration to the discussion in regard to mamagement and
mitigatiom of Aboriginal objeets autlined in Section 12 of this report.

®  The proposed areas are assessed to be of low archaeological potential and sensitivity. Aecordingly, no
further archacological assessment is considered necessary.

The four loeales containing Aberiginal stone artefacts recorded in the proposal area do not surpass amy
scientifie significance thresholds which would act to preclude impacts which may ensue as a result of
the propesal. &ccordingly, if impacts to any of the stone artefact locates recorded m the proposal area
are proposed wamitigated imipacts are justified. 890 Consent would need to be sought from DECC.

It is noted however that one of the recorded artefiuct locales is situated outside areas of proposed
impact. &ceordingly this artefact locale will not sustain impacts refating to the proposal,

o It is reeommended that all eenstruction works are sifed on the western side of the dam wall and that
the arez loeated on the east side of the wall be exempt from all construction impacts.

e Copies of this report should be forwarded to the registered Aboriginal stakeholders and the NSW
DECC.
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